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YOU ALMOST
RAN OVER MY LUCKY

RELAX.

'L GET IT

OUT OF THE
WAY.

WHOOPS.
SORRY BOY.

DAD! I HAVE A SORRY, NO
GAME ON SATURDAY! [ CAN DO. 1 SPENT
YOU GOTTA BUY ME MY WHOLE PAY
A NEW GLOVE! CHECK RENTING

THIS WOOD~
CHIPPER.

1 WAS GETTING TIRED

OF THOSE LITTLE JARS

OF SALSA! THEY NEVER
GIVE YOU ENOUGH.

Q)

I

SEE THAT? NOW
THAT'S A MAN-SIZED
QUANTITY FOR MAN-

SIZED DIPPING!

<4 I
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HERE, HELP
ME GET THIS
BAG OPEN

NICE GAME,
LOSERS!

WE LOST

THREE TO ONE!

THE SCOREBOARD
\ DOESN'T GO
T HIGH!

FACE IT, LS, WE CAN'T
COMPETE! OUR UNIFORMS WERE
DONATED BY THE THRIFT SHOP, OUR
BATS ARE MADE OF BALSA WOOD,
AND WE DON'T EVEN HAVE A
DECENT THIRD BASE!

I'M DOING
THE BEST 1
CAN!




LISTEN YE
NOODLE-BRAINED PANSY!
COACH WILLIE DINNA NEED
THE LIKES OF YOU TELLIN'
HIM HOW TO COACH!

AS YOUR LEAGUE
COORDINATOR, I MUST
TELL YOU YOUR TEAM IS
IN DANGER OF BEING
DISQUALIFIED.

PERHAPS WE.
SHOULD MAKE A LIST
OF GRIEVANCES AND
TAKE IT UP WITH

THE COACH.

YOU HAVE
TO CUT THE OUT-
FIELD ACCORDING
TO LEAGUE
RULES!

TA BLAZES
WITH YER RULES!
WILLIE QUITS!

BUT WHO
ELSE WILL BE
WILLING TO TAKE
THIS RAGTAG
GROUP OF
NERDLY MISFITS
AND TURN US
INTO A WINNING
TEAM? *

I'M SORRY KIDS,
IF YOU DON'T HAVE
AN ADULT COACH,

YOU CAN'T HAVE
A TEAM

I'M SURE
MY DAD WOULD
LOVE TO COACH
Us, SIR

LISA!
THAT'S IT! 1
KNOW A MAN
WHOSE NAME IS
SYNONYMOUS
WITH “"NERDLY
MISFITS"!

LISA, HOMER
GETS WINDED JUST
MARKING A BASE=
BALL SCORECARD.




ME? 3NG-HEY!t COACH
A BASEBALL TEAM? NO-NO,
1 CAN'T TAKE THE RUNNING 7
AND THE TACKLING WITH YOURE IO
THE HURTING AND S THINKING
OIKS!E OF FIGURE
SKATING.

1 AM AN EXPERT ON THE LAWS OF
PHYSICS, NOT RULES THAT GOVERN YOUR
TOBACCO=CHEWING, SELF=SCRATCHING,
BASE-RUNNING=TYPE PERSONS!

PROFESSOR, WE ! : 3 WELL, 1 SUPPOSE YOU'RE RIGHT. I
ALREADY KNOW HOW = JUST THOUGHT A BRILLIANT MIND LIKE
TO PLAY BASEBALL. WE - ¥ YOURS COULD IMPROVE ON AMERICA'S
JUST NEED A TOKEN = S : 3 FAVORITE PASTIME, BUT 1 GUESS
ADULT AND BETTER > E " v} YOU'RE NOT UP TO THE TASK.
EQUIPMENT. : ¥ : ST

I KNOW! WHY
DON'T WE CORK
THE BATS?

YOUR

EQUIPMENT IN MY LAB FOR PENNIES. 3GA-HOY: BUT AS
ALBERT EINSTEIN ONCE SAID, “YOU WILL LEARN ABOUT
RELATIVITY FASTER THAN [ LEARN ABOUT BASEBALL."

NOW SEE HERE,
YOUNG BART, IF I CAN
OPERATE A SUPER COLLIDER
WHILE COMPUTING QUANTUM
MECHANICS, 1 CAN CERTAINLY
COACH A BASEBALL




THE NEXT PRACTICE SESSION...

GREETINGS, TEAM. YOU'LL NOTICE UNAVOIDABLE,
ALL YOUR EQUIPMENT HAS BEEN CUSTOM BUILT I'M AFRAID.
ACCORDING TO YOUR INDIVIDUAL "RAGTAG LEVELS”
AND RATES OF MISFIT=ISM 3NG-HEY:. EACH ONE OF
YOUR BASEBALL GLOVES COMES EQUIPPED WITH
ITS OWN MINI-COMPUTER AND WIRELESS
INTERNET CONNECTION.

YOUR HELMETS WILL
AUTOMATICALLY KEEP TRACK
OF YOUR PERSONAL STATISTICS,
AND THEY ARE EQUIPPED WITH
CELLPHONES AND TEXT
MESSAGING.

THE BASES HAVE BEEN \ NYAH!
FULLY AUTOMATED SO THEY TS | IT'S LIKE MY
CAN CLEAN THEMSELVES 3GLAVINIE, Z HEART'S IN A
AND I'VE DEVELOPED A SPECIAL |8 ) S )\, BLENDER!
ENERGY DRINK THAT WILL
IMPROVE PERFORMANCE.




BALL!
PLAY BALL! |
OF COURSE.

THAT SATURDAY, THE LIL TOPES FACE
THE CAPITAL CITY CAR CRUSHERS...

HOMER, DID You
HAVE TO BRING THE
ENTIRE BUCKET
 SALSA?

GO BART'S
TEAM! WOO-

YOU CAN'T HAVE BASEBALL
WITHOUT SALSA, MARGE. IT'S AS
UN=-AMERICAN AS THE CUBANS

WHO HAVE MASTERED
THIS SPORT!

ALL RIGHT, KIDS,

{ LET'S HAVE A GOOD
CLEAN GAME FOR
OL' UMPIRE GIL.

INITIATE
TARGETING
SEQUENCE.
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SALSA WOULD
REALLY MAKE
OUR NACHOS
SCRUM=DIDDLY~
UMPTOUS!

GET SCRUM=
DIDDLY-BENT,
FLANDERS

S
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WEEKS LATER AT PRACTICE...

1 CAN'T
BELIEVE OUR
TEAM HAS GONE
FROM “WIMPY”
TO “WINNER.”

AND NOT ONLY
THAT, 1 THINK
PLAYING BASEBALL
ALL THESE WEEKS

RINIIGHT!
LET'S DO THIS
PEOPLE! GO! GO!

AND IT'S GOOD000O!
ALL THANKS MILHOUSE'S SELF=
TO PROFESSOR CONFIDENCE

FRINK

&N D

WELL, I HAVE TO HAND IT TO
YOU. IT'S NOT EVERYDAY A FIRST
TIME COACH GETS HIS TEAM
TO THE CHAMPIONSHIP.

1 OWE IT
ALL TO SCIENCE,
MY GOOD MAN. WHO
WILL OUR RIVALS BE
IN THE FINALS?
ING-HEY?:

SPRINGFIELD ATOM
BOMBS COACHED BY
DR. COLOSSUS

, (@(@

DR. COLOSSVUS

\ ‘h) WAS MY OLD
“BACK AT SPRINGFIELD

UNIVERSITY MY CLOSEST 1L GET JOU ONE

A DAY, FRINK. SO SWEARS
FRIENDS WERE, BEN GRIMES, ) o b oai
JOHNNY THUNDER, AND HIS Y TR Yo cowes
WONDERFULLY ATTRACTIVE i
SISTER, SVE”

“PROFESSOR COLOSSUS
WAS ALWAYS ATTEMPTING
TO FOIL OUR EXPERIMENTS
AND MAKE TIME WITH SUE,
WHO HAPPENED TO BE MY
BEST GIRL! 3 i

IG~HEY:




THEY DIED OF
COSMIC RADIATION
POISONING IN AN
UNRELATED SPACE
ROCKET MISHAP.

BUT COLOSSUS'S EVIL
RIVALRY STILL HAUNTS
ME TO THIS DAY.
3WOO~HOY:

WHAT EVER
HAPPENED
TO YOUR
FRIENDS?

WE BELIEVE

AT THE WEST SPRINGFIELD ATOMIC
BOMBS' PRACTICE SESSION...

MWAH=HAHAHA!
YES, MY TEAM! RUN
UP THE SCORE!
EMBARRASS THE
PUNY, OTHER TEAM
FURTHER! MWAH=
HAHAHA!




TRIPLE PLAY,
LOSER!
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WELL DONE, MY EVIL YES! TO
THE ICE CREAM
PARLOR! MWAH =

MINIONS! WE NOW MOVE ON TO
THE CHAMPIONSHIP! THERE, WE WILL
CRUSH MY OLD NEMESIS, PROFESSOR HAHAHA!
FRINK, AND OUR EVIL WILL
RULE THE LITTLE LEAGUE! R
MWAH=HAHAHA!

SINCE WE

WON, CAN

WE GET ICE
CREAM?

THE CHAMPIONSHIP GAME, 3
TOP OF THE NINTH... [Ae==x
- THIS AERODYNAMIC
; 2 BASEBALL HELMET WILL
HAVE YOU ROUNDING THIRD
BEFORE THE FIRST BASEMAN
CAN FINISH SCRATCHING
HIMSELF. 3NG-HEY:

-7 SPAINGFIELD
i,ﬁoﬂ/&‘ﬂaﬂﬂf
RINGFIELD E
i rores /1 <1 I8
T 4 COME HERE, —gﬁ;\ o
YOUNG BART, AND BUT PROFESSOR,
THIS IS AN UNTESTED
PROTOTYPE. éT(_:OULD

TRY THIS ON.
GET HUI
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CURSE You,
FRINK! YOU'RE
NOT THE ONLY

A\ ONE THAT CAN

PLA




MASTER.
SHALL WE CORK
THE BATS?

7" NEVER, IGOR! "\
I'M NOT THAT
EVIL! INCREASE
THE POWER!

— WHOA-WHOA!
TARGET ~LOCKED= PROFESSOR! MY
TARGET -LOCKED= HELMET'S GONE
TARGET-LOCKED! /1|  HAYWIRE! I CAN'T
CONTROL MY ARM!
ALL RINIGHT! Nl

MORE POWER!
YEAH!

MORE GLAVIN!

DUUUDE! I'M
LIKE, OUT OF
CONTROL!
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EVEN 1 AM
HORRIFIED AT MY
OWN EVIL. PERHAPS WE
GREAT | WERE WRONG TO PLAY
GLAVIN! WHAT il GOD, FRINK. WHAT IF
WE REPLAYED THE
GAME WITHOUT MY H=H=
TECHNOLOGY? HEAD SMELLS
LIKE B-B-B~-

BY THE GHOST
OF CHARLIE HUSTLE, BUT
WE MIGHT JUST AS J MWAH=HAHAHA!
REDEEM THE SPIRIT OF IN YOUR FACE, FRINK!
ATHLETICISM. COUNT pf 2 HECTOR VON COLOSSVUS
ME IN ING-HEY!: FINALLY HAS HIS
REVENGE!




/ YOU KIDS TAUGHT
ME AN IMPORTANT LESSON
TODAY. BASEBALL ISN'T
\ ABOUT SPORTS-
WELL, QU ENHANCING TECHNOLOGY
s SN IT'S ABOUT HEART
BESIDES, 1 WON '\ THINK WED B AND GO-GETISM
TEN BUCKS BETTING : AND SUCH!
AGAINST OUR : y

IF 1 HADN'T LET MY \i YOU THINK FRINK'S
MACHINES BLIND ME TO — Y TEAM HAD TECHNOLOGY-~
THAT, WE MIGHT HAVE o A WAIT UNTIL WE PLAY THE

WON TODAY. BUT { HAT AR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
GAINST THE JAPANESE

TEAM NEXT WEEK!

NEVER AGAIN!  NOw LET'S ALL GET
INTO THE TEAM FUSION=
POWERED HOVER VAN AND HEAD
BACK TO THE LAB FOR GENETICALLY [0 4
MODIFIED MICROWAVED PEACH
COBBLER AND VIRTUAL
REALITY VIDEO GAMES!

FOR? THEY
LOST,

=
n ) »

25
JUST A MINUTE.
THERE'S SOMETHING
WRONG HERE-=3GAS
1 KNEW IT!
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&
NEXT YEAR, I'M
PLAYING A LESS
VIOLENT SPORT,
LIKE HOCKEY! >
4
OH,
IRONY! MWAH=
HAHAHAI
4

THE END!

TONY DIGEROLAMO  JASON HO  MIKE ROT‘E NATHAN HAMILL KAREN BATES  BILL MORRISON
WRITER PENCILS INK! COLORS LETTERS EDITOR o






ALL RIGHT, CLASS,
THE BELL DOESN'T RING FOR
ANOTHER 20 MINUTES,

..LET'S TAKE TURNS
READING OUT LOUD FROM
THIS TV GUIDE.

TEACHING DOESN'T

SEEM TO EXCITE YOV WAIT,
VERY MUC I DIDN'T
MEAN -~
THE CLASS '
IS YOURS, LISA!
TEACH THEM
{ WHATEVER YOU
ON'T You 2 WANT!
LIKE OPENING W
YOUNG MINDS TO
THE WORLD OF
€
HA! T
SUPPOSE YOU CAN
DO BETTER? \ \
7 \

TOM PEYER JOHN DELANEY HOWARD SHUM ART VILLANUEVA CHRIS UNGAR BILL MORRISON
WRITER PENCILS INKS COLORS LETTERS EDITOR




STAGE ONE:
IDEALISM

FINE. IF
THC\Z\?\]THSO# SHE ..LET'S DO SOME
REAL LEARNING! WHO'S
WITH ME?

ALL RIGHT. IT'S NOT
YOUR FAULT IF NO ONE'S TRIED 1 UKE MY UTTLE NO!

TO INSPIRE Yout MUTT. HE'S GOT A A REAL
TAKE TEN MINUTES = FURRY BUTT! POEM!

AND WRITE A POEM
ABOUT..LET'S SEE...
T oA
- P>
\

MY POEM'S
HURTING MY
'

MIss
TEACHER?,

3




A FEW MINUTES LATER... [

[

NOW, CAREFULLY
DIP YOUR PAPER INTO

LISA? HOW'S
YOUR LESSON
PLAN COMING







TRIP.

THIS
SHOULD BE A
NICE, QUIET FIELD
UNDER~
STAND?

PRINCIPAL
SKINNER, I EXPECT
YOUR STUDENTS TO
BE ON THEIR BEST

BEHAVIOR!

g

./AMEs LuIS
ATES ESCOBAR
WRITER PENCILS

N

THAT'S
ALWAYS OUR |/
GOAL.

7]

N

1 LOVE
MESSIN' UP
SCHOOL
JRIPS IT'S WHAT
WE PRACTICE FOR
ALL YEAR.

|
33

3

KAREN

PATRICK NATHAN
OWSLEY HAMILL BATES MoRRlsaN
INKS COLORS LETTERS EDITOR




THE EXHIBITS HERE ) =5 %
FEATURE PRICELESS J 0 I UNDER-
ARTIFACTS. 4 A\ STAND, SIR

AND YOU'RE SCHOOL IS
ON “THE LIST!

I'M BEAT. I'LL
JUST WAIT ON
THE BUS.

THAT WAS
BORING.

FORGET THAT!
YOU GOTTA SEE
WHAT'S OVER
THERE.

THIS IS FROM
THE PONY EXPRESS
HMM, I WONDER HOW
MAD THEYD BE IF 1
SAT ON IT FOR JUST
A SECOND?




IT'S OUR

SPEAK FOR '}
A YOURSELF.
I KNOW T'LL
DO TIME.

cooL! bo
YOU THINK THOSE
2\ HANDCUFFS ARE
REAL?

STRONG. 1
THINK THEY
ARE REAL

TAKE A CLOSER
LOOK AND FIND




MEANWHILE, IN THE ARTIFACTS LAB.

SOMEONE MUST BE IN ONE
OF THE EXHIBITS! THOSE SPRING=
FIELD ELEMENTARY KIDS! I'D
BETTER INVESTIGATE.

1 SENSE SOMETHING IS
AMISS! (S IT A MUMMY'S CURSE?
THE GHOST OF A JILTED LOVER?
NO, WAIT, IT'S JUST THE
SECURITY ALARM!

YOU'RE
LAUGHING AT
YOURSELF.

N 4

OH No. 1
HEAR SOMEONE

COMING. CMON, LET'S
HIDE UNDER
THE DESK.

WE HAVE
REPUTATIONS TO
PROTECT.

MY LEG...
IT'S CRAMPING...
I'VE GOTTA
STRETCH IT.

HMM,
SOMETHING'S
WRONG HERE.




THESE KIDS HAVE NO IDEA T
WHAT KIND OF BLACK MARK
IT IS ON A PRINCIPAL'S THE COPS OFF WAITING FOR WHO KNOWS?
PERMANENT RECORD TO ' THE BAD NEWS gl
K * . HERE. <
GET ON “THE LIST. A LIST = et
OF TROUBLE.
THIS IS WORSE.
WHEN WORD GETS OUT,
SPRINGFIELD ELEMENTARY MIGHT
BE BANNED FROM MUSEUMS
EVERYWHERE.

e = 1 KNEW
MUST BE \ AL IT! WHERE ARE
MY [MAGINATION 2 - You, You LITTLE
PLAYING TRICKS ! HOODLUMS?

WE FOUND AN ANOMALY IN THE
“HISTORY OF THE COMPUTER" EXHIBIT.
YOUR PLAQUE SAYS THAT COLOSSUS
WAS THE FIRST FULL-SIZED MACHINE

WITH UTILIZABLE RAM.

BUT EVERYONE
KNOWS IT WAS THE
MANCHESTER
MARK I.




WE BRING THIS ¢
TO YOUR ATTENTION -
BECAUSE WE ASSUME keen
YOU ARE INTERESTED MOVING O
IN ARTI-FACTS NOT WELL GET
ARTI=FICTIONS. p CAVGHT!
SLOW DOWN,
MAN. MY LEG
HURTS.
YOURE
HOLDING ME
BACK! LET'S GET
THESE CUFFS
OFF.

ARTI-FICTIONS.
3SNARK:

ONE OF US HAS
TO BE ON EITHER SIDE
FOR THE BLADE TO CHOP
THE CHAIN. GO AHEAD.
CLIMB THROUGH.

THAT GUILLOTINE
BLADE WILL CUT THE
CHAINS. DO YOU THINK
IT STILL WORKS?

THE
HANDCUFFS

DID. ‘
_= T

DUDE, 1 SO
THOUGHT You
WERE GONNA BE
SLICED LIKE A
PEPPERONI!




1 BELIEVE I SAID

“HAW" AND THEN

:Z:TTSVIT; REPEATED MYSELF

FUNNY? WITH ANOTHER
“HAW!*

LET GO.
1 WANNA HIT
You.

CAN FIND THOSE
TROUBLEMAKERS.




BACK IN FRANCE... |

STOP IT,
NELSON! THIS IS §
STUPID. WE SHOULD
WORK TOGETHER
BEFORE WE GET

1 THINK
330‘1&‘2?’;‘;\""’:\‘5:55 THAT'S SUPPOSED
TO HAPPEN
ARE IN A LOT OF 1 THINK MY
TROUBLE! LEG IS BETTER.
LET'S RUN
FOR IT!

TWO DIPPY
KIDS HANDCUFFED
TOGETHER. 1 WON'T
LET THEM OUT=
SMART ME.

WITHOUT THE

URN.‘I PART.
S e




YOUR LUCK JUST
GOT WORSE. THIS PLACE
IS A DEAD END, AND
THAT CURATOR DUDE
IS PROBABLY ON
HIS ' WAY.

1 WISH THIS WAS
THE REAL HARRY HOUDINI.
HE COULD FIGURE A WAY
OVUT OF THIS.

LUCK. THERE'S
FINALLY SOMETHING
COOL ON A SCHOOL
TRIP, AND I CAN'T

EVEN ENJOY

IT.

WAIT! THAT'S

ONE OF HOUDINI'S

ACTUAL TOOL

HAVEN'T You
EVER HEARD OF A
HOUDINI KEY? THEY ARE
LEGENDARY. A HOUDINI
KEY CAN UNLOCK
ANY LOCK.

HEY, WITH

THAT WE COULD

UNLOCK...OH, NOW
1 GET IT.




BOYS, 1 WANT
TO THANK You
THOUGHT FOR SURE THAT
YOU WOULD WREACK

SHAME ON
YOU, SEYMOUR.
YOU ALWAYS THINK
THE WORSE
OF Vs.

IT'S OVER. )
NOW COME ALONG
AND WE'LL HAVE A
WORD WITH THAT

PRINCIPAL OF
YOURS

T IT
SEEMS YOU WERE
WELL-BEHAVED. 1 DIDN'T
HEAR A WORD FROM
HURLBUT

THE END



TREASURE HIDDEN!
ORBIDOEN!
OUCKS RE NOT KIDOIN'!

YOUR COLD KEY 70 A
( HILARIOUS ADVENTUYRE
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