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SO, LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT... CAN YOU TELL ME
¥MOU WERE PLAYING IN THE ROAD WHAT HE LOOKED
WITH Y0OUR KRUSTYCO GAME-KID™ LIKE, SON?

L\ AND A GROWN=UP JUST TOOK IT

ALL GROWN-=
OUT OF YOUR HANDS?

UPS LOOK LIKE

PANTS AND
HE TRADED IT

FOR THIS READING
PUZZLE. SO 1
DIALED @il.

WOW! THE
RIDDLING ROBBER HERE, RALPHIE.
HAS STRUCK : YOU CAN KEEP UH, CHIEF...?
AGAIN. d THIS AS A SWELL SHOULDN'T WE
' SOUVENIR. HOLD ON TO THAT
AS EVIDENCE?

...OR TO HELP US
SOLVE THE CRIME
OR SOMETHING?

REAL POLICE
WORK. ISN'T ALL
“CLUES" AND TV

“GLAMOUR,”

THIS GUY'LL
TURN HIMSELF IN.
YOU'LL SEE...JUST

GIVE IT TIME.

..SOMETIMES IT'S
ABOUT PATIENCE
AND WAITING.




[ FORGET THE COPS. YOU WANT
| YOUR GAME=-KID BACK? YOU GO
D TO A HIGHER AUTHORITY...

[ squirreL For |
\ HALLOWEEN. 4

PRETEND
CLOTHES!

W THE FUR GAVE \I
| ME A RASH IN

| MY BATHING
B SUIT AREA. A

e <3
GIVE ME THAT CLUE =

CITIZEN. BARTMAN
WILL HAVE THIS CRIME
SOLVED IN A JIFFY! A3

HOUSEBOY. 1=~I'M NOT ALLOWED,
WHS'A"KEOO-;’OU BARTMAN. MOM SAYS
i SOLVING RIDDLES 15 AN

HIS? ASTHMA TRIGGER.
S 1




7 WELL, T
CAN FIGURE IT
: OUT...

: LBUT TM
I GOING TO DO

IT's SO
LATE THE SkKY
IS BLINKING.

EACH TIME,
AN ELECTRONIC
GAME IS STOLE
FROM A KID..,

LEACH TIME A &8
DEVILISH CLUE IS J
LEFT BEHIND IN )8

ITS PLACE.

THIS IS THE
TWENTY-THIRD
TIME THIS WEEK .

THAT THE RIDDLING

ROBBER HAS ]

TOUGHEST CASE,
BUT I CAN'T LET THE 4
KIDS OF SPRINGFIELD




I WHAT :
| ARE YoU DOING

AAAGGHH!!!

= A= — =%, |

1 COULD ASK

| YOU THE SAME

QUESTION.

= THIS IS MY
BEDROOM, GRAMPA,
I LIVE MERE.

CAME IN HERE

A To VOIE, 50
ONE OF Us .
™ s cLEARLY
R MISTAKEN.
: e

OH, YES THEY
ARE. YOU'VE BEEN B
OUT SUPER-
HEROING!

\\‘ ““'1";--.. = 4
! ) ;ﬁf :

1 > =

740 Tap TAPPITY TAP



DON'T LIE TO ME,
BOY, I'VE BEEN LIED
TO BY AIMEE SEMPLE
McPHERSON!

I'LL KEEP QUIET CON ONE
CONDITION... THAT ¥OU GIVE
UP YOUR CRIME-FIGHTING
CAREER...

PLEASE <
DON'T TELL
MOM OR
DAD!
I KNOW
EVERYTHING!

CRIME=FIGHTING
IS NO PLACE FOR AN
UNARMED CHILD...

OH, WHAT
DO YOU KNOW
ABOUT IT?

I WAS ONE OF
SPRINGFIELD'S FIRST

GENERATION OF MASKED
ADVENTURERS. ..

I WAS

OH
SURE!

PART OF THE
GREAT DEPRESSION
ERA TRADITION OF

MIXING MASKED

CHILDREN AND

GUNPLAY,

Vi

AT THE :
TIME 1 WAS | AM
KNOWN /




DUSK SETTLES ON THE CITY, [T'S TIME FOR THE Y ANOTHER NIGHT,

AND THE FREELANCE SIDEKICKS PUZZLING PURLOINER § { ANOTHER CRIME, AND

OF SPRINGFIELD GATHER NEAR TO INTERRUPT 48 _ NOW WE COME TO

THE DOCKS TO WAIT FOR WORK...| PP THE REGULAR < QUESTION TINE_
BROADCAST AND NO HEARTS il |

GIVE OUT HIS DAILY ™ OR SPADES,

CRIME RIDDLE TO JUST A PAIR

WHATCHA DOIN' A \ ol
THE POLICE! > OF FIVES. I'LL SERCHEH
WITH THAT PORTABLE ¥4 BE THERE <

RADIO, THERE, ABLE-
BODIED BOY? TO TAKE ME

ALIVE .I[F YOV |
DARE! HAA=

- =ZZSQAUAKK. ..
BWAA-HAA~-
HAA!

THERE'S BIG
TROUBLE AT THE
SAWMILL OUTSIDE

TOWN. BOOT -~

LEGGERS AND

WE OFFER
SIDEKICKING
JOBS...IF KIDS
INTERESTED.

¥ JUMPING 4
JUNEBUGS! WE J§
SURE ARE! &

SHALL BE
SIDEKICKING
TONIGHT ... 4ad

A4




MY TRUE NAME IS UNIMPORTANT, BUT
WHEN I FACE THE DARK HEART OF EVIL
AND HAND OUT THE HOT LEAD OF COLD

JUSTICE, THE PAPERS CALL ME... _

sGASPIE
WHO ARE
you?z

I'M A HOT LEAD AND
CALL ME Nt : COLD JUSTICE PERSON..NOT
"MYS” FOR I SO MUCH A “SOLVING”
SHORT. s | R THINGS GUY,
[ HUNT THE PUZZLING R
PURLOINER. IF YOU HEARD Y : I CAN'T DO
TONIGHT'S CLUE ON THAT ' CROSSWORDS
PORTABLE RADIO, THEN 4
GET IN THIS CAR.

1 SURE
¥ DID, MISTER. BUT
WHAT DO YA NEED
ME FOR?

OKAM..I'LL BE YER I'M SURE THERE'LL BE
RIDDLE BOY FOR THIS SOME SORT OF REWARD
CAPER, BUT I WONT MONEY...I MEAN WE COULD

CALL YOU “MIss.” DIVWY IT UP IN AN

EQUITABLE==

WHAT'S IT

?
A OH Notl

I KNEW
ITL PULL




I AINT :
SIDEKICKIN' ON
_COMMISSION.

BAD ENOUGH I'M
RESPONSIBLE FOR MY OWN
(Bl COSTUME MAINTENANCE! Y0V
A GO FIND SOME GREENHORN
: MASKED BOY, MISSY!

SAY,
KID DIRIGIBLE,
WHAT'S WITH

THIS CROWD? IT'S A FEW MINUTES

BEFORE THE PUZZLING
PURLOINER SAID HED
STRIKE !

THE MIGHTY

ZEPPELIN AND 1 ¥ WELL, 1 SAYS |
DIFFERENT!

HAVE BEEN HERE
FOR OVER AN

OH, SURE...I
GET IT...DIAMOND
CLUB. NO HEART

OR SPADE._PAIR OF
FIVES.. HEH HEH
GOT IT

WELL, ME AND %
MY PARTNER WERE
HERE FIRST, SO
GRAB A PADDLE AND |
SKEEDADDLE, BOY

BALLOON!




NOW, NOW,

=

VE DON'T NEED -
ZE GUNPLAY... —
PLEASE. Jox_:l_j
\ = ' I::_.‘ b ] .




DIAMOND! WHAT

RY

” THE PUZZLING
PURLOINER TOOK
v IT, DUMMY...AND I

WATCHED HIM,

7 1 TOLD YA, 1
AIN'T WORKING
WITHOUT A
CONTRACT.

“..WHICH LED TO THE FORMATION
OF THE INTERNATIONAL SIPDEKICK
WORKERS UNION A YEAR LATER."

4

I\

| AL < ; - /7 &
AT NIGHT INSPIRED ME TO LEAD THE

"WHICH WAS NICE BECAUSE YOU HAD MEDICAL
AND DENTAL, BUT YOU COULDN'T CHOOSE
WHO YOU WORKED WITH ANY MORE..."

"..AND I GOT
ASSIGNED TO A
GUY NAMED
PRIMA DONALD."

SO 1 QUIT THE

SUPER-HEROIN" BIZ WHERE 1 PERSONALLY
FOREVER, AND LIED FOUGHT A DEATH DUEL g
ABOUT MY AGE WITH EVA BRAUN EIGHT
TO GET INTO JEARS LATER. {

THE ARMY... =




AH, IT WAS
NOTHIN® REALLY.
EVA COULDN'T GO

: TO HER LEFT. f

*> N,

I CAN'T
BELIEVE YouU
WERE A MASKED
SIDEKICK...

—= — OH, TVE BEEN -

7 __AND SYovu SHOT AT PLENTY
GOT SHOT AT Of TIMES...
WHEN Y0U
WERE TEN! /N .

. THAT'S WHY COSTUMED
ADVENTURING IS NO PLACE FOR
A CHILD UNLESS ACCOMPANIED

BY A WELL-ARMED ADULT.

BUT T DON'T
KNOW ANY
ADULT GUN
OWNERS...

YOU MEAN
HOMER? 4

THEN YOU'LL HAVE
TO PROMISE TO GIVE UP
THAT SECRET DOUBLE
LIFE, BART...

I DON'T BLAME YOU
FOR GOING INTO THE GAME,
BOY, SECRET IDENTITIES
RUN STRAIGHT THROUGH

THIS FAMILY. =

I SURE DO.
YOUR FATHER

| WORE THE MAsK

AND COSTUME

HE WASN'T A
HERO, EXACTLY, BUT
\ FOLKS AROUND TOWN
A KNEW HIM AS...

IN HIS DAY.




(R

WHENEVER YOUNG
HOMER SIMPSON
CANNOT FACE THE
OUTSIDE WORLD AND
EMBARRASSMENT
OVERTAKES HIM, HE
PUTS A COMMON BLUE
BUCKET ONTO HIS
HEAD AND |5
TRANSFORMED INTO...
THE SPECIAL KID!
TODAY, HE FACES A
TEST OF HIS WITS LIKE
NO OTHER HES EVER
SEEN, WHEN THE
SPEC&AL KID FACES..

D'OH!

WD 2

/)

‘Il\l

o

BIE BUNTUNG BIPPUE!




OUR STORY BEGINS ONE FINE DAY AS HOMER
SIMPSON AND HIS BRAINY BUDDY, BARNEY,
SPEND THE DAY WITH SCIENCE...

--q,"';
HEY, HOMER! THIS BOOK
SAYS THAT LOWER LUNAR

GRAVITY MIGHT RETARD THE HUMAN

METABOLIC CLOCK AND LENGTHEN

THE LIFESPAN OF MOON ¢
COLONISTS.

"~ TAKE THAT,
STUPID MOON ROCKS!
UNGH! UNGH!

HEY, DIDN'T
I LEAVE THE
FRONT DOOR
OPEN WHEN
WE LEFT THE

2

: HOUSE? /£ ¥> <
~— =, 2 [ SOMEONE'S MOVED 8
. _ '\ THE BROKEN GLASS /8

_ ) ' R AROUND. 3

&1 E SOMETHING'S

» 8 z

WE SHOULD
GO BACK. THE
SMELL FROM OUR
EXPERIMENT SHOULDA
CLEARED OVUT OF
YOUR HOUSE
BY NOW.

THE TV IS
GONE! THE TV IS
GONE! OUR NEW

COLOR TV

; SOMEONE
BROKE IN OUR
HOUSE . BUT
HOW?

BUT IT'S IN
SOME WEIRD ALIEN
LANGUAGE. ..

I SURE :
HOPE MY DAD
DOESN'T FIND

OUT WHAT

WE 2Ib!

HOMER

DEFEATS

THE MOON




OHHH. 1 CAN'T SOLVE
THIS RIPDLE. IT'S SCME
KIND OF HIPPIE CODE THAT
ONLY CRAZY PEOPLE

UNDERSTAND.

WHAT ABOUT ME???
HE'LL BLAME ME FOR THE
BURNED CURTAINS
UPSTAIRS!

I HAVE NO
CHOICE, BARN...1
HAVE TO USE THE

BUCKET!

71 HAVE TO GET N\
OUT OF THE

WHAT'S THAT
NOISE? IS YOUR
A\ FATHER COMING

WITH ONE SWIFT
MOTION, HOMER IS
TRANSFORMED!

WHOA,...
CHECK ouUT
THE SPECIAL




OHHH...TVE
GOT TO GET OUR
TV BACK, OR DAD

WILL K/LL ME!

WOoWw!
TAKE A LOOK
AT THAT!

NEIGHBOR.. WHO'S \BSay Hl::,”t;f[ ‘
THE “SPECIAL o e
HIM. &
_. HE'S
CERTAINLY NOT

BARNEY,
WHEN I'M IN THIS
IDENTITY, | CAN'T
SEE ANYTHING.
REMEMBER?

IT'S ONE
OF THOSE
NEW-FANGLED
“"CONVENIENCE"
STORES [ READ
ABOUT IN LIFE
MAGAZINE!

"PSST! QUICK. 3

THINKING, = ' SOMETHING 1
COVERING UP ¢ JUST INSTALLED

Y MY IDENTITY §=\ THIS MORNING. Y0U

LIKE THAT, My WANT TO GIVE IT

UNDERSTAND
THIS RIDDLE
b AT ALL.

1 DON'T THINK
IT'S MEANT TO BE
A RIDDLE, HOMER.

I THINK TS A

A ouR TV BACK. £

" DON'T SAY THAT! IT'S A
MYSTERY CLUE FROM THE
HINTING HIPPIE, JUST

“ONCE 1 FIGURE
IT OUT, I'LL GET




HOW AM 1

SUPPOSED TO
KNOW WHAT THIS T I SHOULDN'T
STUPID THING : ASK YoU.

I NEED A
GROWN-UP
TO SOLVE J

DON'T ASK
ME..I STILL |

Y caN
You HELP )
=

I GOTTA ADMIT,
THIS STUFF IS
PRETTY GOOD.

-




HELLO.
HELLLLLO!

7, HELPLESS
CHILD WITH

A

BE SOLVED,

STILL DIDN'T
DO ANY
GoOoD!

BACK OFF,
BARNEY, YOU'LL

i/ HOW OFTEN YOUR SOLUTION
TO LIFE'S PROBLEMS SEEMS TO
) BE PUTTING A BUCKET ON
YOUR HEAD AND RUNNING
INTO TRAFFIC? :

OHH...1 DON'T FEEL
WELL ALL OF A
SUDDEN... TOO MANY
SQUISHEES...

MAYBE IF 1
READ |IT BACK-
WARDS?

UPSIDE DOWN
AGAIN. ..

OR MAMYBE UH=CH...




-..AND HOMER
J NEVER WORE
THAT BUCKET

-. AGAIN.

THOUGH N
PEOPLE CONTINVED
TO CALL HIM THE

SPECIAL KID.

I'M LISTENING.
SO ALL MASTER
CRIMINALS LEAVE
RIDDLES BEHIND,

RIGHT?

NOT ALL OF 'EM.
BUT THERE'S ONE ALONG
EVERY GENERATION.. .LIKE
MAJOR WARS AND GUYS
NAMED ELVIS.

NOW,

DO YOU PROMISE TO GIVE UP
CRIME=FIGHTING, OR DO I RAT
YOU OUT TO YOUR FATHER?

—

BUT 1 STILL
HAVEN'T DEDUCED
THE IDENTITY OF
THE RIDDLING ROBBER.
BARTMAN'S CAREER
CAN'T END IN
FAILURE

ALL RIGHT...YOU
CAN FINISH THIS LAST
CASE, IF YOU PROMISE

ME [T'S YOUR LAST
DEDUCIN'
7 ==

OHHHHI [ DON'T
KNOW WHAT THIS

MEANSI! AND | DONT

WANT TO ASK




TEN
WHOSIES ARE
MY WHATSIS? :

OH, IT'S HANS

MOLEMAN. THE TINY
GUY THAT LIVES DOWN
THE HALL FROM ME AT
THE RETIREMENT
CASTLE.

HOW'D You
FIGURE IT OUT,
GRAMPA?

THE HANDWRITING
MATCHES THE WRITING
ON THE WAISTBAND OF
TODAY'S UNDERWEAR.

I'D HAVE HYou
AS MY SIDEKICK,
ANY TIME, ABLE-
\  BODIED OLD
MAN.

THE SIMPSONS
FINALLY SOLVE
ONE!

I STILL HAVE MY OLD
CRIME=FIGHTING GEAR IN A
TRUNK BACK AT MY PLACE. IF
YOU'D HAVE ME, WE COULD
TEAM=UP ON THIS CASE.

BUT THERE'S NO
WAY TO GET HOU
TO MY PLACE EXCEPT
IN YOUR FATHER'S

. CAR.

AND DAD
WILL SEE MY
BARTMAN
COSTUME, AND
FIGURE OUT
MY SECRET
IDENTITY.




SOON... TELL ME WHY DO

I HAVE TO DRIVE WITH
THIS BUCKET ON MY
HEAD, AGAIN?

p
A

You DON'T
WANT TO RUIN THE
BIG SURPRISE,
DO You?

THAT SOUNDS
REASONABLE...BUT 1
NEED ANOTHER HINT.
DOES THE SURPRISE
INCLUDE BACON?

P MAKE A QUICK

LEFT IF YOU DON'T
WANT TO HIT THE
STOP SIGN,

ANNNND,.
WERE HERE!

OUTFIT AND
GUNS? 1| DON'T
KNOW...SCMETHING'S
FISHY HERE...

HOMER, YOU STAY
HERE AND KEEP THE
MOTOR RUNNING IN CASE
WE HAVE TO LEAVE

N A HURRY.
m 7 BART, WAIT
T/ o WITH ME, SO 1 CAN
GET MY OUTFIT
AND MY GUNS.

FISH WITH
BACON ..
OOO0OH.

CAN YOUu
DRIVE ME HOME,
MR. ROBOT




MOMENTS LATER...

7 AND 1 THOUGHT NI
THAT TIGHT [N
W, UNDERWEAR WAS /| N

| YOU LIKE TO
) COME IN?

YOUR SUPER-
VILLAINOUS DAYS
ARE OVER,

I'D BE IN THERE
WITH YA IF I HADN'T
2\ LOST THE CIRCULATION
’\“'-i: IN MY THIGHS. P —




THERE'S ALL YOUR
ELECTRONIC KID GAMES,
BARTMAN. THE CASE
IS SOLVED.
WAIT...THOSE
LOOK LIKE PARTS
FROM MY OLD
COLOR TV.

AND IS
THAT...THE
WORLD'S LARGEST
DIAMOND??

IT'S BEEN ¥OU ALL -] I BUMPED MY HEAD
THESE YEARS? YOU'RE I DON'T ON THE DRESSER...
THE PUZZLING PURLOINER! REMEMBER... & AND NOW 1 CANT
AND THE HINTING HIPPIE h REMEMBER MUCH OF
AND THE RIDDLING ANYTHING.

ROBBER! YouU?s?

WNe
EPNNLY) WHAT DOES '\
THIS EVIL
MACHINE DO?

OF COURSE! 1 SHOULD HAVE BEEN
MORE CAREFUL. AMNESIA 1S THE
NUMBER ONE SIDE EFFECT OF
BUMPING YOUR HEAD!

IT HAPPENS
TO ME
WHEN 1

SCALD MY
TONGUE.




Bl .. THE DEVICE IS A MEMORY FOR ERASING
TRANSMOGRIFIER.

MEMORIES OR
RETURNING

IT SOUNDS
LIKE ¥0OU DO
THAT "HITTING

Bl YOUR HEAD AND

FORGET TING"
THING A

THAT WOULD
EXPLAIN
THINGS.

IT WOULD
EXPLAIN THE
SHAPE OF
YOUR HEAD. /

I HAVE THIS FIGURED
OUT. JUST A SECOND
AND YOVU'LL HAVE YOUR
MEMORIES BACK.

MOMMY...?

I NEED GO ¥
POTTY. \

OKAY, IT'S
HARDER THAN
. I THOUGHT.

2 HAVE PUT A
- SAFETY ON
_ THIS.




WELL, 1 GUESS THAT
WRAPS UP BARTMAN'S
> LAST CASE.
YOUVE TAKEN A
LIFETIME OF MEMORIES
AWAY FROM A MAN

WHOSE ONLY CRIMES
WERE A FEW PETTY

NOW, BART..NOTHING
CAN MAKE ME FORGET
YOUR PROMISE TO GIVE

UP CRIME=FIGHTING.

S0
ITS TIME
TO...

.PLEASE
LET ME KEEP
MY DIGNITY?

NOW DO 1 GET
MY CHOCOLATE CHIP,
FISH, AND BACON
SURPRISE?

FIRST WE HAVE
TO STOP AT PRINCIPAL
SKINNER'S HOUSE ON
THE WAY HOME.

I'M UP
PAST MY
BEDTIME,

THE END




of Bartman-inspired
superhere artwork!

A N\r_m\/ thanks 1o the clever
A T A L‘-E RY s artists thot captured
' these magnificent

\eroces in action.
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