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THEMURDER PARTY

x

WELCOME TO
MY ROARING '20s
MURDER MYSTERY
PART Y!

HAPPY DIDDLY GREAT THEME,

BIRTHDAY, GOOD MARGE! I ALWAYS
NEIGHBOR! I BRING A DID WANT TO BE

BATCH OF NON- A GUN MoLL.
ALCOHOLIC BOOTLEG LOVE THE

PUNCH! FOG...NICE

SWELL.
SHE INVITED
“"NEDNA'

BART, LIGHTEN
UP, WILL Y0VU? THIS
IS MOM'S PARTY.

GROENNG
CAROL LAY ART VILLANUEVA KAREN BATES NATHAN KANE
STORY & ART COLORS LETTERS EDITOR

COVER BY JASON HO, MIKE ROTE, AND NATHAN KANE




THANK YoV
ALL FOR COMING. YOUR
COSTUMES FIT THE ROLES
JYOU'VE BEEN ASSIGNED AND
LOOK FANTASTIC!
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IF MARGE e
RESPECTED ME, S o
SHE'D HAVE MADE ME ‘
A SOCIETY DAME, @
LR NOT A MAID. . - ~
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Y0OU CAN FLUFF 4
MY PILLOWS |
Y ANYTIME! J o~

BARNEY, HERE ARE THE PATTY, SELMA...YoVU
CLUES YoV GET TO DIVULGE TO ARE TOBACCO HEIRESSES
ANYONE WHO ASKS. LET'S SEE, ON HOLIDAY!

YOU ARE..A GLOBETROTTING '
PLAYBOY AND NOTORIOUS
ALCOHoOLIC.

YEAH, WE
WOULD BE IF WE
ONLY HAD A NICKEL WHEEEE!
FOR EVERY ONE OF I'M IN A FLOOR
THESE WE'VE N CLOUD!
LIT UP... g

BRAAAPPP!

AND SHE'S
NOT JUST BLOWING
SMOKE!




DOES
EVERYONE HAVE
A CLUE CARD?

THE MYSTERY
WILL BEGIN AS
SOON AS THE
GAME MASTER
ARRIVES.

MONSIEUR GUESTS AND SUSPECTS, 1T AM '
GRENOVUILLE! TS PLEASED TO INTRODUCE ToO You
WONDERFUL TO OUR GAME MASTER FOR TONIGHT'S

FINALLY MEET YoU MURDER MYSTERY ACTIVITIES,
IN PERSON! MONSIEUR GRENOUILLE!

MAISs oul!
I AM AT YOUR
SERVICE!

WHAT KIND — JES! You
OF NAME IS SPOKE FRENCH
“GRENOUILLE?" J}/ el FLUENTLY!

WHO WITH
THE WHAT
NOW?

IT'S FRENCH FOR - ; .
‘FROG.” HOW CAN You R Ae ='a
NOT KNOW THAT? You g i it
LIVED IN FRANCE FOR e )

TWO MONTHS! | P Ny




PARDON
ME, MAN. HAVE
WE MET? o/ \=

YOU ARE THE Y —
WAITER, NON? A ) | . o
PUNCH, PLEASE. JLINl—
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MERCI, MADEMOISELLE .
AND A MORE BEAUTIFUL
HOSTESS 1 HAVE
NEVER SEEN!

YEAH, 1D
LIKE TO GIVE You
A PUNCH...

| EranERwae

[

MONSIEUR
GRENOVILLE, 1 GOT
THE FOG MACHINE, AND
THE VARIOUS MURDER
WEAPONS Y0OU ASKED
FOR...

HEY! WHAT'S THAT
GREASY GUY DOING
WITH MY WIFE?

TONIGHT
YOU'RE JUST THE
LOWLY MAITRE D',

HOMER. SUCK
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.
~ NOW, FOR THE SAKE
| OF 19205 VERISIMILITUDE,
I MUST COLLECT ALL A
CELL PHONES
AND ELECTRONIC

DEVICES.

>

THAT'S RIGHT. NO
CONTACT WITH THE
OVUTSIDE WORLD
ALLOWED.

MONSIEUR GRENOVILLE! 1

——

NICE TOUCH,

/ > ————

"“THANK Y0V, BUT
I'VE ALREADY TAKEN
CARE OF THAT.”

CAN DISCONNECT THE
LANDLINE, TOO.

AH, BUT WE MUST
LEAVE WORK AT YOUR
POLICE STATION AND

SOLVE A CRIME!

HOLD ON...
THIS LOOKS
IMPORT ANT !

IT LOOKS
SO CLASSY.




WHAT? YOU THINK
[ 1 DON'T KNOW HOW \__
TO WEAR A MONOCLE?
T DOESN'T EVEN
HAVE ANY MOVING

NOW LET
ME SHOW Y0V
HOW TO-=-

HEY...I CAN'T
BLINK!

HARUMPH !
BRING ME A SCONE
T\ AND A CRUMPET,
BOY!

MAGGIE...
{ TIME TO PRACTICE
YOUR PITCHING.

EAT MY
SHORTS. TARGET:
THE BACK

OF HOMER'S

HERE...USE THIS '
FISH I FOUND IN
\. THE KITCHEN. /..




SO THAT WE
SAME  ALLEW WE REALLY? Y\ f NO, You
: WE GOTTA | | DoPEY DIPSO. |
CALL THE SAEEEE THIS IS JUST AS8
COoPsS! A GAME.

TO PAINT THE
SCENE.

RYAN O'TOOLE,
FAMOUS ACTOR AND
PLAYBOY, WAS FOUND
FLOATING IN THE
RESORT'S POOL, DEAD
AS A DODO.

WE ARE ALL DETECTIVES
WITH CLUES TO SHARE AND
INFORMATION TO GATHER.

BUT ONE AMONG
US IS THE MURDERER,
AND THE PLAYER WHO
LEARNS “WHODUNNIT”
WINS ONE OF MARGE'S
DELICIOUS HOME -
MADE PIES.

ACTUALLY,
WE WILL ALL BE
WINNERS TONIGHT...
\ THERE ARE PLENTY
OF PIES TO GO
AROUND!

A
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P e v

GNHGNGNNN... | SNAP OUT

OF IT, HOMER.
WE HAVE PUNCH TO
POUR AND SLOP
TO SLING.




MRS. SIMPSON,
WHAT AM I?

MH RALPH, HONEY...HOW
WOULD YOU LIKE THE
WHAT DO ? a LEADING ROLE? YOU CAN

YOU MEAN, BE THE FAMOUS ACTOR
F!ALPH WE FOUND MURDERED IN
THE SWIMMING POOL!

\\\““l’f///s

GET TO BE
FAMOUS!
I DON'T HAVE
A COSTUME OR CLVUES
TO READ. I WANT
TO PLAY, TOO.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, ._
YoU SEE BEFORE You THE ACTOR
LEGENDARY STAGE ACTOR WAS CUT DOWN
RYAN OTOOLE=-~- ‘ IN HIS PRIME BY

MURDER MOST
FOUL.

;AHEMIZ
INDEED.

NOW, YOU'VE ALL
BEEN GIVEN NOTE-
BOOKS IN WHICH TO
WRITE CLUES, AND CARDS
FROM WHICH YoV WILL
DIVULGE SAID CLUES.

ENJOY PUNCH
AND HORS D’OEUVRES
AS YOU QUESTION
YOUR FELLOW
~ SUSPECTS.

OVER DINNER, WE WILL
SHARE THE INFORMATION
WE HAVE GATHERED, AND

THEN UNLEASH OUR
INNER DETECTIVES!
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AND IN KEEPING
WITH THE MURDER
THEME TONIGHT,
THE MAIN COURSE
WILL BE RED
HERRING!

HERRING. I TOLD You

5 . ‘-ﬂijf? WE SHOULD
.  HAVE EATEN
e 3 e FIRST.

THERE'S
i/ SOMETHING FISHY
7| ABOUT THAT GULY.
0\ FEEL LIKE I'VE MET
L)\ HIM BEFORE.

THE WAY HE
TALKS...ALL KIND OF
HIGH=FALUTIN ...

$

Secoe

NOW, LADIES
AND GENTLEMEN,
AS SHERLOCK HOLMES
SAID TO WATSON,
“THE GAME IS
AFOOT /"

70¢

THATS IT.
I WANT TO SEE
HIS FEET.

N7/ N\ :-' \ TR755YNY/

-t.f//fl‘.-l




BONSOIR, MAITRE D'l
WE UNDERSTAND YoV HE HAD A YOU WERE THE
FOUND THE BODY IN KNIFE IN HIS BACK, A LAST DOLL TO SEE THE
THE POOL. CAN YoV BULLET HOLE IN HIS CHEST, ACTOR ALIVE? SPILL
TELL ME THE CAVUSE LIGATURE MARKS ON HIS NECK, IT, TOOTS!
OF DEATH? AND HE WAS WEARING CEMENT
OVERSHOES IN THE POOL, SO
YOUR GUESS IS AS GOOD
AS MINE, LADY.
I MEAN,
MADEMOISELLE!
. ‘ ! | \
o \
| -»
f ‘
el el el _ JUICE JOINT AND GO
i Epnnine i i i | | SPOON IN THE STRUGGLE
| |\ BUGGY, YA BIG LVG!

AS ONE \
MILLIONAIRE TO MADEMOISELLE, THAT

ANOTHER. WHO DO
z ! YOU FOUND A BLOODY KNIFE
YOV THINK "SMOKED UNDER THE HEIRESS'S

THE “HAM?” . Lle 4 {

=N OUI! 1 ALSO FOUND THE
BEATS ME, =t B [ ' ACTOR'S TOUPEE IN THE MAITRE' D'S
HONEY, BUT IT WAS } s "} [ UACKET, A BLOODIED GARROTE IN THE [
DELICIOUS! ] | PLAYBOY'S STEAMER TRUNK, AND BAGS J
y = U OF CEMENT IN THE BOOTLEGGER'S
ROADSTER.

SNOOPY
THING, AREN'T
Jou?




\ ELL ME,
WAITER, HOW
DID=-~

e

:g

I SAW THAT,
MONSIEUR GRENOUILLE
..IF THAT IS YOUR
REAL NAME!

JoU SAwW
WHAT? 1 SAW
NOTHING.

WHAT DID
YOV PUT IN THE

MR. GUMBLE...

I NEED YOUR HELP!
THIS MAN JUST PUT
SOMETHING INTO
THE PUNCH!

THEACTORTHOVUGHTHE
WASSTEPPINGINCEMENT
ATGRAUMAN'SCHINESEBUT
HEWASDEADBEFOREHE
HITTHEWATER.

EXCUSE
ME.

WHY, NOTHING.
TASTE IT AND SEE
FOR YOURSELF.

HEY, EVERYBODY..
SOMEONE SPIKED
THE PUNCH!



NO! NO!
DON'T DRINK
THE PUNCH!

BART, THAT ISN'T
IN THE SCRIPT. WE'RE
SUPPOSED TO BE
SOLVING THE ACTOR'S
MURDER, NOT=--

AHH...
THAT HITS THE o
SPOT!

A
ARE YOU OK,
MRS. WIGGUM? g <

I TELL YOV, LIS.. THAT
GRENOVILLE GUY DOPED THE
PUNCH! DON'T DRINK IT!
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I'VE GOT AN
IDEA! SHUT OFF
THE FOG MACHINE,
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AND T'LL GET
THE FAN!

WHERE CAN
I PLUG IT IN?!

HERE...NEXT
TO THE LAMP!
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SIDESHOW
808!’




T8 L.
BART...YOUR
ARCHENEMY .

AND NOW THAT
ANYONE WHO MIGHT
HELP YOU HAS GONE
N NIGHT Y-=NIGHT ...

...I CAN FINALLY CARRY
OUT THE PLAN THAT
I'VE DREAMT ABOVUT ALL

THOSE LONG YEARS
BEHIND BARS...

DIE, BART,
DIE!




.RUBBER, PLAY-DOH,
MARZIPAN, PAPIER
MACHE...

THAT SIMPSON
WOMAN .../
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ARE ALL JUST
PROPS!

AHA! A REAL
ROPE WITH WHICH
TO STRANGLE
THE MEDDLESOME

NIT!

WHERE'D
THEY GO?!

o
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QUICK!
CALL 91!




I LEARNED THAT
TRICK IN THE JOINT
FROM A FORMER
RODEO CLOWN.

THE JIG IS UP, \
SIDESHOW BOB! BOOO...SCARY

- | ONE CALL TO THE GHOOOSSSTTT ...
“\ COPS, AND YOU'RE |
N HISTORY!

|-

%///h

PUT DOWN
THE PHONE,
BOOOOO!! OR THE GHOST
GETS IT!

RUN OR CALL FOR HELP
AND..:K=I=I=1=1-CKT /%
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..GIVE UP OR THE
ANNOYING BOY GETS IT.
YoU WOULDN'T WANT THAT
ON YOUR CONSCIENCE,
WOULD You?

AT LEAST
I HAVE

HEY!
WHO TURNED
OUT THE
LIGHT §7?!




WHO TOOK '
S REMEMBER, RALPH...
MY GHOST?! YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO
| BE DEAD, AND DEAD
MEN DON'T MAKE
A SOUND.

YOU'RE GOING
DOWN, SIDESHOW

OKAY, T'VE
GOT OUR SECRET
WEAPON'!







WHAT
HAPPENED? =]

| MoM, ARE
YOU OKAY?

THAT PUNCH
PACKED A
WALLOP!

BUT I'M FINE,
HONEJY...

®
#

CAN I LIC MAKE IT
YOUR FACI‘;? -3 FAST, HOMER.

I DON'T WANT
THAT GUNK IN
MY SQUAD

I'LL NEVER
DRINK PUNCH

WHA=--HUH?
SIDESHOW

KUDOS, MAGGIE!
JOU WERE A REGULAR
MACHINE GUN KELLY

WITH THOSE PIES

AND FISH!

I'M GLAD WE CAUGHT A REAL
CRIMINAL, BUT WE FORGOT TO SOLVE
THE MURDER MYSTERY GAME!




I WAS WITH THE
FRENCH MAID :SHUDDER:
YoV KNOW, AT THE TIME OF THE

BART WAS SO MURDER, 7i5 PM.
BUSY, WE DIDN'T -

GET TO ASK THAT'S
HIM FOR HIS ALL I GOT.
CLVUES.

: I'M ALWAYS A
BUT THE COPPER You SOLVED WINNER WITH SUCH A

TOLD ME THE REAL IT, MOM! WONDERFUL FAMILY!
TIME OF THE MURDER
WAS 8:30, WHICH
MEANS YOU HAVE
NO ALIBI.

HOTEL WAITER,
YOU MURDERED THE
ACTOR IN THE
BILLIARD ROOM WITH
THE LEAD PIPE!

am 1 NIl m
STILL DEAD )il {=t , -
w0 i AT

BUT WHATEVER
HAPPENED TO THE REAL
MONSIEUR GRENOVILLE?
HE ASSURED ME OVER THE
PHONE THAT ONLY wILD
HORSES COULD KEEP HIM
FROM ATTENDING
THE PARTY.

HEELLLLPPPP!!

Y

THE END




TAKE COVER!

Hello once again, Bongoheads! Louis Lane here,

bringing to you those hypnotizing rhythms of

the ol' Bongo Beat. This month, | thought I'd
share a bit of the inner workings here at “Casa

de Groening.” A lot of people wonder just how

we create all the awesome cover art you see
every month. Let me tell you, it's no small task.

To meet all our deadlines, there's a lot of !
inspiration, perspiration, and no room for

hesitation. Allow me to use the cover to
Simpsons Comics #199 as an example.

It all begins when Bongo artist extraordinaire
Jason Ho reads that issue’s script and

brainstorms a few ideas. For this cover, he
thought the idea of the family crowded together

in a storage unit was the way to go.

The Thumbnail Concept

Nathan Kane, our Creative Director, loved the

idea, but he wanted to explore other character

poses. Jason took it back to the drawing board

(literally!) and returned with a beautiful color

comp. Talk about putting in some extra effort!

‘ The Rough Comp

. After the comp was approved, the work began
. on the final pencils. In this stage the drawing and
. expressions are fine-tuned. Can you spot the
. differences? If so, you may have a future as an
. overpaid art director!

The Pencil Clean-Up




The completed pencils are then turned over to
Mike Rote, Bongo's “Botticelli of the brush.” We
think Mike’s ink line is unparalleled in the comic
biz. Whether it's his dedication to technique or

his cybertronic implants, we're not sure.

Finished Inks

lines are all terms he uses that |

family to peer out from under.

HERE’'S YOUR

BONGO

BONUS STAMP!
COLLECT
THEM ALL!

(YOU CAN’'T REFUSE!") o

GROEMG

2 Grampa.

NEXT ISSUE!
SIMPSONS COMICS #202

Homer’s lifelong dream of becoming his own
boss comes true at last, but his new boss is a
| lot harder on him than he ever imagined. And
while it is all work and no play, Homer spends
|| less time with his family, which becomes
8 surprisingly difficult for both Bart and

Final Art

So there you have it! Our covers are a perfect
. example of the collective effort and teamwork
Lastly, the piece is given to Nathan Kane for | that goes into producing each and every Bongo
what he calls a complete “Coloronomy.” Core comic. From our remarkable writers to our
shadows, color holds, reflected light, and key
don't :
understand. Anyway, he swears they're all in :

there! Oh, yeah...and he added the door for the
. the ride!

amenable artists, everyone involved is bringing
their best work to the table. So fasten your
seatbelts, ‘cause Bongo’s got plenty more in
store for 2013 and beyond! We hope you'll enjoy

Matt Groening
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Do you have a question? A query? A quixotic conundrum? We've got your answers to all things Bongo and more! Send your letters,
artistic renderings, photos, and whatnot to: JUNK MAIL, Bongo Comics Group, P.O. Box 1963, Santa Monica, CA 90406-1963,
or contact us online at bongoheads@bongocomics.com. If you wish to have your letter or artwork published in our comics, you
need to include the following statement in your letter or attached to your artwork: “For consideration for publication in Bongo
Comics. | agree if you publish my submission it becomes your property.” and sign your name. Unfortunately, because we require
your signature, we cannot publish emails at this time. (That instruction comes courtesy of our watchful legal eagles.)

SIMPSONS COMICS FOREVER
Greetings Bongoheads!

I'm writing this letter as | watch “The
Simpsons” on TV and reading
Simpsons Comics #198. Getting
close to issue #200. Very exciting!
Love how you guys have brought in
different artists and let them draw
Our Favorite Family in their own
vision. Keeps everything fresh. Here's
to 200 more issues, which by my
calculations will be in 16 years and 8
months. See y’all then!

P.S. Love the stamps!

Cesar Barajas
San Diego, CA

Art by Cesar Barajas

Thanks, Cesar! We’'re glad you like our
different artists and writers, because
we’re excited to showcase their work.
Keep your eyes out for upcoming
stories by a whole plethora of new
talent (in addition to all of our Bongo
mainstays).

What do you say we start the official
countdown to Simpsons Comics
#400? Boy, do we have something
crazy planned for that issue. (SPOILER

Can’t get enough Bongo Comics? We've got you covered.
Like us on Facebook to share your thoughts, post a review,
and chat with the Bongo Bigwigs! Fun stuff added all the
time, so come see what everyone’s talking about!

- ALERT: It involves beaming the comic
book right into your brain!)

Louis Lane

MAKE WAY FOR BONGO

~ Hi! My name is Bongo. (Really!) I'm a
~ 6th grader in Spokane. | love your
~ comics, especially Ralph Wiggum and
~ Bart Simpson! | hope to hear back
- from you soon!

Bongo Thompson
Spokane, WA

. Bongo! We meet at last! And if we ever
~meet in person, | might have to ask for
~ your autograph. Thanks for the letter! |
- have a question for you: What's it like
~ being the kid on the playground with
~ the coolest name?

LL

BIRTHDAY Q AND A

1 am 8 years old and | was watching
~ the episode “The Dad Who Knew Too
~ Little.” It shows Lisa’s birthday. | have
- 5 questions. 1)
~ birthday? 2) When is Bart’s birthday?
- 3) When is Homer’'s birthday? 4)
~ When is Marge’s birthday? 5) How old
~is Marge? That'’s all. Thank you!

When is Lisa’s

éWishing the Simpsons a happy
birthday,

Jesse Nathan
Rhinebeck, NY

- Lisa was born on May 9. Bart was born
~on April 1. When Homer was born the
- headline on the Springfield Shopper
read: “Unusually Large, Ugly Baby
- Born.’
- newspaper and check the date. Marge
~ shares a birthday with Randy Quaid:
. October 1. Marge is the same age as
- Homer.

’

I'll let you hunt down that

LL

OTTO ON DEMAND

| am a huge Simpsons fan, and | love

~ the comics! My favorite character is

Otto. Unfortunately, he's barely in any
comics! Please put Otto in more
comics and/or do an Otto Man comic
book! Can you at least put my drawing
of him in a comic?

P.S. Who is Otto’s favorite band?

Elio Bortolin
San Mateo, CA

If we ever put out an Otto One-Shot
Wonder, it will have to be at least half
as awesome as your artwork, Elio!
Now that we know the legions of Otto

- fans are out there, we’ll do what we

can to feature him in more comics.

As for his favorite band...? Otto loves

The Who, particularly their song
“Magic Bus.”
B8

Art by Elio Bortolin |

facebook.com/BongoComics



