HOLY:SPOKES!




BOWLING BALL
BURGERS
Cad WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

WHAT KIND OF
COCKAMAMIE PARADE
IS THIS ANYWAY?

WILL SANTA
BE RIDING A BIKE AT
THE END OF IT?

(>

(P

IT'S NOT A PARADE
THOSE ARE THE CYCLISTS
TRAINING FOR THE TOUR
IJJ DE SPRINGFIELD!
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LATER, INSIDE BARNEY'S BOWLARAMA...

DEENEIr

THERE'LL BE
NO MEAT TO

"RACE IS OPEN
TO PROS AND LOCAL
AMATEURS.” I'M VERY

AMATEURISH

-

YOU'VE GOT CALLS
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES, THE
KING OF BURGERS, AND
THE COLONEL OF
CHICKEN!

1 DID SHOW
MER THE FLIER.
GUESS THIS IS
MY FAULT
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BACK AT HOME.
SERIOVUS

YOU CAN'T BE AS A HEART
ATTACK.

SERIOUS! |:]]

RS R o
A HEART ATTACK IS 5 L
EXACTLY WHAT YOURE GOING BN
TO HAVE IF YOU TRY TO RACE 5 (GooF: 2{)
ON THAT HEAP OF JUNK! 42
WHAT'S = 5
IT'S ALSO
WRONG WITH e
IT?
- H :
T
OmoC]

TO START,
IT HAS A
BASKET!

I THINK I NEED
A BEER

RUST =SCHMUST!
IT'S A PERFECTLY
GOOD BIKE!

I THINK
WHAT You
NEED IS A
TETANUS

N Mo




1 KNOW WINNING THE
RACE IS A LONG SHOT, BUT
I WAS HOPING TO WIN ENOUGH
MONEY SO WE COULD BUILD
A GAME ROOM

I'D PUT IN A
DARTBOARD, A FOOSBALL
TABLE, AND A GIANT TV J=
YOU COULD HOOK YOUR

VIDEO GAMES UP TO.

BUT YOU'RE
RIGHT. THE IDEA
OF ME WINNING

IS A JOKE.

THAT PRIZE
MONEY IS YOURS,
AND THAT'S NO

JOKE! 4

HOMER SIMPSON IS
GOING TO WIN THE
TOUR DE SPRINGFIELD,

= AND I'M GOING TO

GET THAT GAME
ROOM!




1 GOING TO

o
THE ANSWER
CAN BE FOUND
IN THE GOOD
BOOK!

CMON, BOY. NO
MATTER HOW MUCH
FAITH I HAVE, 1

DON'T
HAVE A PRAYER OF
WINNING

NOT THAT
GOOD BOOK
THIS ONE!

“THE BIG BOOK OF
CH%’;TVEZSE; ";,’SIESEED THE LIBRARY
_AND IT'S OVERDUE
AND IT'S SIGNED OUT
UNDER MARTIN
PRINCE'S NAME

SUSIE SANTOS WON
THE POUGHKEEPSIE MARATHON
BY CHEATING. SHE STARTED THE
RACE, GOT ON THE SUBWAY TO CROSS
TOWN, AND THEN MIXED BACK IN
WITH THE SUCKERS THAT WERE
REALLY RUNNING!




IT'S A SIMPLE PLAN. YOU
START THE RACE BUT, AFTER
A FEW MINUTES, DUCK OUT

AND GET INTO YOUR CAR.

THEN WE KNOCK
EVERYONE OUT WITH
SLEEPING GAS!

WHILE YOU'RE DRIVING
TO A SPOT NEAR THE FINISH
LINE, I MAKE AN APPEARANCE
SOMEWHERE MID=RACE, RIDING
A SECOND BIKE, /IDENTICAL
TO YOURS, DISGUISED

SO, NO )
SLEEPING GAS? J

THEN 1 DISAPPEAR AND LEAVE IT TO YOU
YOV REJOIN THE RACE FROM YOUR HIDING
SPOT WHEN THE OTHERS GET CLOSE
TO THE FINISH LINE

THEY'LL ALL
BE SO EXHAUSTED
THAT You'lL Jf
EASILY BEAT

THAT IS
BETTER THAN
GASSING THEM

J0OFT: ONE BIG
PROBLEM. YOU
DON'T LOOK
LIKE ME! m
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WHEN DID BUTTERFLIES GET) |
SO DANGED QUICK?

Y W

' GRAMPA!
I'M GLAD TO

SEE YOu.

I HAVE A NEW
IDEA! WE'LL NEED
A HEADBAND. AN

EXTRA-SMALL

HEADBAND




YOU'RE ONE ¥
HANDSOME
DEVIL!

YOU'LL ONLY

HAVE TO WEAR
I IT FOR A LITTLE

THIS IS
A LITTLE
SNUG

1 FEEL LIGHT=
HEADED

WHILE.

THAT'S NICE,
BUT WERE BUSY. IT'S
TIME TO SCOUT OUT
HIDING SPOTS

THE RACE
STARTS HERE.

WE'LL LEAVE
THE CAR PARKED AT
THE SCHOOL.

I SNEAK OUT OF
THE RACE, THROW THE
BIKE IN THE CAR AND

DRIVE TO WHERE?

GOOD QUESTION. FIRST, WE
NEED TO FIGURE OUT A HIDING
SPOT FOR GRAMPA AND HIS
LOOK=-ALIKE BIKE..




WE NEED SOMEWHERE
WHERE HE CAN SLIP INTO
THE CROWD AND BE SEEN

FOR A WHILE.

1 THINK
1 CAN PEDAL

THIS FAR.
WHEN YOuU

GET HERE, JUST
DUCK BEHIND THE
BUSHES!

1 CoOuLD
HIDE IN THE
ALLEY!

" NO FAR. T
] WANT TO HiDE
OUT AT MOE'S,

ALL THE WHILE, N
) HOMER DRIVES TO THE ¥\
\ SQUIDPORT AND THE END
N OF THE COURSE!
TS

AT
/‘4‘
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I'LL HIDE UP
THERE BEHIND
THE C-FOOD
WAREHOUSE. (R

RACE, AS FRESH AS

A DAISY!

-\ RIGHT HERE BY M
THE PIER.




| B S e
PPA BIKE
w}ll,gELiE’s SHOP_

-
s}

1 LS ﬂ LET'S GET YoU TWO\ |-
294| soME GEAR, AND THEN )
4 ) MAYBE WE SHOULD DO

SOME TRAINING.

(D

|

WHAT'S THE USE OF 13
CHEATING IF 1 HAVE LA

‘ P THE FiRsT
PART OF YOUR WE NEED TO
Eeladioans < TRAINING 1S TO OUTFIT TWO RIDERS Y5
g FOR THE TOUR DE

SVUITS, EVERY-

IF YOV INSIST
I'LL BE HAPPY TO TAKE
THE COMMISSION.




OOH...THESE BUT THEY FEEL

STRETCHY BIKE PANTS A LITTLE SNUG WHEN

ARE VERY SLIMMING. I'M LEANING OVER L Py
= THE BIKE. s

BUTT IS
RIGHT. I SO DID
NOT NEED TO

SEE THAT

5 /,

WE'LL PICK
UP SOME DUCT
TAPE BEFORE
WE START




AAAAGH!!!




ON RACE DAY... [N

IT'S QUITE A SIGHT TO
SEE! PROFESSIONAL RIDERS FROM

A FEW AMBITIOUS LOCAL AMATEURS

READY TO COMPETE IN THE
TOUR DE SPRINGFIELD!

HIDING SPOT TO GIVE
HIM HIS NUMBER.

I'VE GOTTA
HURRY OVER TO GRAMPA'S

ALL 1
Do

FORGET
THE GAME ROOM.

FLANDERS!
N

WANT TO
IS BEAT

WHATTA DISGRACE!
THEY LET ANYONE RACE

SHUT UP,
FLANDERS.




AND
THEY'RE OFF!




LATER... [ WITH THE LEADERS ABOUT w

A THIRD OF THE WAY THROUGH

SR el THE COURSE, ONE AMATEUR IS KEEPING %
= PACE. LET'S CHECK HIS NUMBER. IT'S ]+

— 316, LIKE THE SCRIPTURE. HIS

NAME IS NED FLANDERS
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SHUFF ~PUFF -
HUFF =PUFF:
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OUT OF
THE WAY!

=D}

1 GET A
THRILLA FROM A
SARSAPARILLA!

HMMM.. RACER
515. HE'S IN THE
TOP TWENTY

THEY SAY
SOMETIMES SLOW

(\ AND STEADY WINS

D

IMPRESSIVE. 1
DIDN'T EVEN THINK
HE'D MAKE IT
HALFWAY.

N

YEAH, MY
ACTING WAS VERY
CONVINCING
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r -
OOH! A S FRITILLARY!
THE MISSING PIECE TO COMPLETE
MY BUTTERFI COLLECTION!
cPRINGFIELD
\CAL GARD
o= ENs »
22 uiit




e i C-FOOD
SPRINGFIELD | WAREHOUSE
¢-F00D
WAREHOUSE TAGH

OOF 12
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THIS IS WHERE
1 SNEAK IN AS FRESH
AS A DAISY.

THE LEADERS HAVE
REACHED THE FINAL STRETCH!
STILL KEEPING PACE WITH THE

PROFESSIONALS IS LOCAL
AMATEUR, NED FLANDERS!

o — ] ¢, =, & . 5

OBVIOUSLY EXHAUSTED,
THESE DOGGED COMPETITORS ARE
PUSHING WITH EVERY OUNCE OF
ENERGY THEY HAVE LEFT!

MUST...BEAT=
DIDDLY-EAT..
|\ FLANDERS!
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WASN'T 1
SUPPOSED TO BE
DOING SOME=

N7

S Tt
BYE-B
0
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Y
J
-
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NOW 1
REMEMBER,
I'M IN A BIKE
RACE. HOW'S
IT GOING?

THIS ISN'T
GOOD.
44,

OH...YEAH!
I'M SUPPOSED TO ) ~
WIN, RIGHT?

THEY'RE SO
EXHAUSTED. IT'S
GONNA COME DOWN
TO WHO WANTS

WAIT! SOME=
ONE'S COME OVUT
OF NOWHERE!

L) 2
W ‘i’,wf“-
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UNBELIEVABLE!
— RACER 515 HAS TAKEN
- THE LEAD! y
y. \
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THE SECOND PACK IS
‘ CHARGING FOR THE FINISH
LINE BUT THE TWO 5I5'S
ARE IN THE WAY! _

=

9
THINK I CAN

AND WE HAVE A
WINNER! IT'S RACER
NUMBER 3l6...NED
> FLANDERS!

FLANDERS

‘ WON? JUST LET
s St ¢

ME DROWN!

29



A FEW WEEKS AFTER THE RACE...

IT'S A PACKAGE
ADDRESSED TO BART,
HOMER, AND ABE
SIMPSON.

ENVELOPES.
ONE FOR EACH
OF VS.

FLANDERS
WON THE RACE,
SO WHY ARE

1 THINK I
FOUND THE
EXPLANATION

OOH
WE'RE COVER
MODELS.

THEY PASIN

WE ALL
GOT CHECKS.
FOR WHAT?

THIS IS ENOUGH CASH
FOR THAT GAME ROOM 1
PROMISED YOU, BOY!

TOO BAD WE HAVE TO USE IT ALL
TO PAY FOR ALL THOSE RACERS' BIKE
REPAIRS AND HOSPITAL BILLS!
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