THE 3-PART RADIOACTIVE MAN
EVENT BEGINS HERE!
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YOU’RE IN BIG
TROUBLE NOW, DR. CRAB!
HERE COMES THE SUWPER/OR-

LEMUR SQUAD! <
THEY’LL 4
STOP YOU, BUT

FOOLS! YOU HAD
NO IDEA THAT ALL THIS
TIME YOUR WORLD HAS

BEEN INFILTRATED BY
KRULLERS!

HEY, I
APPRECIATE
THE SAVE, BUT

DON’T YOU THINK

YOU WERE A TAD

EXTREME WITH
DR. CRAB--

ANIMALS, WHILE WE KRULLERS
ARE AN ADVANCED ALIEN--




WHAT IS THISP?
WHAT’S HAPPENING
u

YOU--YOU'VE
BECOME A ZOMB/E/
NO..No/

IS IT JUST
ME, OR DOES
THIS SUCK?




THESE
EVENTS IN
COMICS JUST

AIN'T CUTTING
IT ANYMORE!

I AM
INCLINED TO
AGREE WITH
YOU, BART

IF YOU DID, YOUD
HAVE LEARNED THAT A
SPACE ARK WAS LAUNCHED
FROM THE KRULLERS'
DOOMED PLANET
THAT WAS
HINTED AT IN

THIS SUMMER'S
SUPERIOR=LEMUR SQUAD
STORYLINE PALES IN
LIGHT OF LAST WINTERS,
WHEN THE SQUAD
WERE PANDAS!

REMEMBER BRAD
BRADLEY, LURE LASS'S
LONG=TIME LOVE?

BRAD
TURNED OUT TO
BE A KRULLER!

THAT WAS
CHRONICLED IN BUG
BOY ANNUAL

SPECIAL #5! y

Y
\\\"/’.
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AND WHERE DID THE
KRULLER COME FROM? [
THOUGHT THEIR PLANET

WAS OBLITERATED

IN LAST YEAR'S
“KARMAGEDDON!"

THE LATEST ISSUE
OF “LURE LASS"?

i

WHEN DID THAT
HAPPEN??




IF YOU'D READ IT,
HOW'D YOU WOULD'VE SEEN THAT
I MISS THAT BUG BOY SAW THROUGH THE
ONE? KRULLER'S BRAD DISGVISE
AND VAPORIZED HIM!

AS YOU MIGHT WELL
IMAGINE, LURE LASS WAS QUITE
DISTRAUGHT THAT HER ONE
TRUE LOVE WAS REALLY AN
ALIEN ALL THIS TIME!

BUT LOOK AT THE BR/GHT

S/DE, WITH ALL THE INFINITE AH! BUT HOW
UNIVERSES OUT THERE, THERE'S DID THE KRULLERS

A GOOD POSSIBILITY THAT ¢ E GET THERE?

THERE’S A BRAD WHO'S NOT

F KRULLER LIVING ON SOME

ALTERNATE EARTH/

I'M SO SORRY,
LURE LASS...BUT
YOU NEVER KNOW
WHO’S A KRULLER
NOWADAYS/

BART! 1 THOUGHT YoOuU
WERE FOLLOWING THE SERIES!
IN PLASMO #17, WE LEARNED

THAT THE DECREPIT ONE WAS
A KRULLER ALL THIS TIME. HE

A PORTAL TO ANOTHER
DIMENSION FOR HIS

‘ USED HIS SORCERY TO OPEN

FELLOW KRULLERS...




YOU ARE AWARE
THAT LURE LASS NEVER
FOUND A NEW BRAD,

RIGHT? DIDN'T YoOuU

READ WEASEL
WOMAN #34?

1 GAVE UP ON

L

THE STORY AFTER IT
CONTINVED IN PURPLE
BADGE OF COURAGE #89
I COULDN'T AFFORD
ALL THE TITLES!

DUDE! 1
THOUGHT 1 WAS
KEEPING UP WITH
IT! WHAT ELSE
DID I MISS?

LET'S SEE...IT STARTED IN

.. THAT LED
THAT THE RAVE & THE RAD TEAM- INTO RADIOACTIVE
UP ONE SHOT FEATURING PLASMO MAN #1075
AND FALLOUT BOY. :
& \ '
0 A0
oo ooo
T Y
& .WHICH CONTINVED
IN SUPERIOR SQUAD WHICH SEGUED
#230 | NTO THE BUGBOY
THAT LED 0 e L) AVRLAL
INTO CAPT. SQUID 0 [t i
#148... ! C -
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HEY! DON'T MAYBE SOME
YOU GUYS WANNA OTHER TIME,
HEAR WHAT 2 MILHOVSE
HAPPENED?
%
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& g 0
o
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...THAT CONTINVED
IN SUPERIOR
SQUAD #229

THAT
CONTINVED
ON IN=-=

ooOooooOoaac

YES! LET'S
KICK BACK WITH
SOME STRAIGHTFORWARD
ENTERTAINMENT AND
UNCOMPLICATED
VIOLENCE!




HEY, HEY,
HEY! THIS IS NO
GAME, PEOPLE

F .50 LISTEN UP.
TELL 'EM THE BAD NEWS,

MISS PENNYCANDY.

SALES ARE DOWN
THIS QUARTER...FOR THE
FOURTH TIME IN A ROW!
IT'S BAD ENOUGH THAT

THE FLAGSHIP TITLE,
\ “RADIOACTIVE MAN,”
HAS SLIPPED..

H0m)

BUT ITS DECLINE
HAS AFFECTED THE OTHER
TITLES AS WELL!

AS THE NEW OWNER AND
PUBLISHER OF “RADIOACTIVE
MAN” COMICS, MY GOAL IS
TO BEAT THE PANTS OFF
THE COMPETITION!

WRONG WITH
THAT?
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THE CHARACTER'S

YEAH, BUT
) IT PUBLISHES
THAT'S RIGHT, "RADIOACTIVE
FELLAS, I WON > %
A COMIC BOOK
COMPANY IN LAST
NIGHT'S POKER

KIDS THINK PUBLISHES “TRAPEZOID

MAN"..THAT S WHAT

CORN /L THE FANS LIKE!

TO THE KIDS OF
TODAY, “"RADIOACTIVE




YOU THOUGHT
YOU ACQUIRED A LISTEN TO ME,
SUPER-HERO, BUT \ PEOPLE

I YOU GOT STUCK
WITH A WHITE

WE'RE NOT LEAVING THIS BOARDROOM
UNTIL YOU COME UP WITH A STORYLINE THAT
WILL PUMP NEW LIFE INTO THIS 50-YEAR-OLD

PROPERTY AND HAVE EVERYONE TALKING ABOUT
MY ASSISTANT, MISS PENNYCANDY, RADIOACTIVE MAN AGAIN WITH SALES THAT

HAS ALL THE RECORDS, MEMOS, AND WILL KICK TRAPEZOID MAN'S BUTT!
SALES CHARTS OF THE LAST THIRTY
YEARS SO WE CAN DETERMINE THE /]

..WE NEED TO PUT
OUR HEADS TOGETHER
AND THINK

TRENDS AND READER REACTION TO 4
MANUFACTURED EVENTS <2

NOW, LET'S

ORDER IN

AND GET TO
WORK!
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UH...WE
RECYCLE THAT IS IT
PLOT EVERY FOUR YEARS
FOUR YEARS! ALREADY?
B
5
J

HAVE THE
SUPERIOR SQUAD, THE
BATTLE BRIGADE, AND THE
CABAL OF CRIMEFIGHTERS
GO INTO THE FUTURE TO
MEET THE MULTITUDE OF
MIGHTY HEROES AND THEY
ALL GO OFF TO FIGHT THE
COMMUNITY OF SUPER-
CRIMINALS

DOESN'T
ANYONE HERE
READ THE COMICS
YOU PUBLISH?

WE'RE
EXECUTIVES,
NOT FANS!

¢

HOW ABOUT THIS?
WE DO A MAJOR CROSS=
OVER WITH THE TEAM
BOOKS

1 DON'T KNOW
ABOUT THAT, KRUSTY
1 FOUND A MEDICAL
REPORT FROM THE LAST
TIME A CROSSOVER WAS
DONE WITH ALL THE
TEAM BOOKS..




“...THE PENCILLER AND INKER

STILL HAVEN'T RECOVERED! OKAY, THEN
HOW ABOUT WE

CHANGE RADIOACTIVE
MAN'S COSTUME?

THE ROLL
STRONG LASS CALL NEVER

BULB BOY...EH...EH _/ ENDS...EH...EH
DYNAMO LAD, THUNDER IT NEVER

THIGHS...EH...EH WHAT,
' AGAIN? EVEN
== B I xNow THATS =
—_— BEEN DONE... S
L4 m et |
/
r’/

Y/ {am
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“_FIRST IN THE '70s.." &
~/
'\‘

“..THEN IN THE '80s..."

N
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AND THE '90s! AND
1 OUGHTA KNOW...EACH TIME ‘E'
YOUR COMPANY PULLED THIS
STUNT, THEY HIRED A HIMBO

MODEL TO HYPE IT ON
MY TV SHOW!
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YOU KNOW, KRUSTY, MAYBE
WE SHOULD CALL IN SOME PEOPLE
ON THE CREATIVE STAFF AND
ASK THEM FOR IDEAS
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WHAT?”? DON'T
YOU THINK MANAGEMENT
KNOWS BETTER?

YOU DON'T TRUST A
CREATIVE PERSON WITH AN
IMPORTANT DECISION LIKE A

STCH

I=1 MUST'VE
LOST MY HEAD.
I'M SORRY!

LOOK. YOUR JOBS ARE
ON THE LINE IF WE DON'T

STORYLINE! WHAT'S WRONG
WITH Y0U, MAN?I? COME UP WITH SOMETHING THAT
y WILL CAPTURE THE IMAGINATION
/ AND EMPTY THE WALLETS OF
FANS EVERYWHERE!
~Y &
.
~
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COMES THE DAWN AND COUNTLESS
IR X
TIRED IDEAS LATER ==
IT'S NOT PROBLEM IS
WE TRIED OUR FAULT, W::NT,”E 3
OUR BEST, KRUSTY! S o
KRUSTY!
BUT APPARENTLY ~ -
IT WASN'T GooD ~ -
ENOUGH! | {o
YEAH! 3
THEY WANT
| SOMETHING
! < P\ NVEwW ALL THE J\ )
TIME .
BUT
I DEMAND FEH! MISS
! THINGS PENNYCANDY,
y STAY THE SEND IN MS.
/ SAME! NAEGLE
! NOTHING WE
/ o~ ANNOUNCE COULD
' LIVE UP TO THEIR
PRECONCEIVED
EXPECTATIONS!




WHILE YOU HAVE BEEN 1 WAS NEVER ONE FOR FALSE
WRACKING YOUR BRAINS TRYING MODESTY, SO T'LL JUST COME RIGHT
TO REPEAT YESTERDAY'S CONCEPTS, OUT AND SAY THIS IS A BRILLANT
1 ASKED LINDSEY NAEGLE IN OUR SOLUTION TO OUR PROBLEM
SALES AND MARKETING DEPARTMENT
TO COME UP WITH AN IDEA TO THIS COMP 1
APPEAL TO TODAY'S READER WHIBEED' UR SHOWS
YOU THE ONLY WAY

FANS CAN HAVE BOTH
THE OLD AND

I THINK
IT'S GOING TO
BE THE NEXT .
AWESOME STEP IN COMICS LINDSEY, 1T 50

et PUBLISHING! DARING AN APPROACH
SIMBLICITY! HOW DO WE PROMOTE
IT TO GET EVERYONE

TO BUY IT WITHOUT

TURNING THEM OFF?

WE'RE GOING

TO PROMOTE

IT BY SAYING
NOTHING!




REMEMBER
THE GOOD oOLD
DAYS, BART?

THE AMAZING STORY OF
WE COULDN'T “RADIOACTIVE MAN- RIGHT i

WAIT FOR THE NEW Yo' 1 HEAR YOU, AND
ISSUE OF “"RADIOACTIVE g MILHOUSE! WE'RE “ JLEFT™I
MAN" TO COME OUT. J\ JUST GOING THROUGH RADIOACTIVE MAN-LEFT"
BUT NOW..! @\ THE MOTIONS! )

1 REMEMBER
THE FIRST SIGN
OF A DECLINE IN
WHEN 1 FOUND A
MINT=SLASH=-VERY GOOD
COPY OF RADIOACTIVE

MAN #132, FROM 1963
l AT THE ANDRIOD'S
at DUNGEON =
J —————
“...,AND THE SAME PLOT WAS RE-USED IN

THE LATEST ISSUE OF RADIOACTIVE MAN PRIVATE
: " SECTOR!
IN THAT WEEK'S NEW COMICS! {
PUBLIC >
SERVICE!




IT WAS BAD ENOUGH
THAT THE “TWO=-PARTY
RADIOACTIVE MAN” STORYLINE
CARRIED OVER TO FIFTY
DIFFERENT TITLES

BUT ALL THEY
DID WAS ARGUE
WITH ANYONE WHO
DISAGREED
WITH THEM!

| e

APPEASER!

> L SQUASH
YOU LIKE THE BUG
YOU ARE/

THAT’S AN
INSECT/ST REMARK,
\  HYPNO-HEAD!

HOW’D you
LIKE MY CARBON
FOOTPRINT ON




HOMER, HAVE
YOU NOTICED BART'S

AH, YOUTH! TO
FRITTER AWAY THEIR TIME
ON SUCH TRIVAL CONCERNS!

WHEN HE GROWS UP, HE'LL SEE

THERE ARE MORE /IMPORTANT

THINGS TO WORRY
ABOUT AND=--

TG

Hany,

BART IS JUST A LITTLE
UPSET OVER THE CURRENT

BEEN AWEULLY 52’:540?1 STORYLINES IN HIS COMICS
MOOD Y LATELIE GUESS HE'S TIRED OF BUYING ALL
. i : THE TIE-INS AND GETTING
NO PAY-OFF!
NOT
TO WORRY,
s > MOM
(t
o L
o
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BART STARTED
ThE Comc 800K WHAT>! THE
COMPANIES ARE ISOTOPES ARE TRADING
OE INING HIS AWAY BUCK MITCHELL?
iy WHAT .. ARE THEY NUTS?!
CHARACTERS, BUT I
TUNED OUT % WHY, THOSE NO
G GOOD...!
4
.
y

MITCHELL'S THE BEST SECOND
BASEMAN THE ISOTOPES EVER HAD!
1 SHOULD BOYCOTT THEIR CRUMMY

BALL CLUB! I OUGHTA=~!

DAD! DON'T
GET SO WORKED
UP! WHAT'S DONE

IS DONE!

WELL, ACTUALLY,
LISA, IT'S NOT
DONE! IT'S JUST
A RUMOR! BUT
STILL...! IF THE
ISOTOPES TRADE

HIM AWAY, THEYRE

JERKS!

3SIGH!: DAD,
WHY DON'T You
SEE IF THERE'S
ANYTHING ABOUT
THIS ON THE
NEWS?

a)

REMEMBER,
EVERYONE, DINNER,
LIKE THE NEWS,
WILL BE READY
AT SIx
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\ §”  YOUD THINK A

“THE WAR IS WINDING DOWN, THE ) TRAGEDY WOULD OCCUR,
v BUT NOOOO! WHAT AM 1
ECONOMY IS UP, UNEMPLOYMENT
4 Y GOING TO DO FOR A JUICY
IS DOWN.. 3GROANI I HATE ) o Ok A
A SLOW NEWS DAY’

BROADCAST?

7V werior
° WHAT'S
THIS...?

OLy
5
7
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“A DARING NEW ]
APPROACH FOR A POP
CULTURE ICON,” EH? 1
GUESS THIS WILL HAVE
TO DO. AFTER ALL,
I'M A VETERAN
JOURNALIST.

I THINK I
KNOW A LITTLE
SOMETHING ABOUT
MAKING A BIG
DEAL OVUT OF
NOTHING!

A LIDDLE
MORE WEECH
HAZEL, MEESTER
BROCKMAN?

THE FOLLOWING STORY
JUST BEGS TO ASK THE QUESTION:
1S NOTHING SACRED? THE PUBLISHERS
OF THE VENERABLE “RADIOACTIVE MAN"
COMICS PROMISES A FRESH DIRECTION
FOR THE CHARACTER




THEY PROMISE
SOMETHING SO
DIFFERENT,
IT IS UNLIKE
ANYTHING THE
CHARACTER
HAS SEEN
BEFORE!

AND HOwW
EXACTLY WILL
RADIOACTIVE
MAN BE
CHANGED?

WE DON'T
KNOW.. BECAUSE THE
PUBLISHERS WON'T
TELL US!

“RADIOACTIVE MAN WAS
AND IS A FAVORITE TO
GENERATIONS OF CHILDREN..."

“..KIDS OF ALL AGES ENJOY HIS ADVENTURES..."

MY SON HAD
ALL THOSE COMICS,
AND I THREW
THEM OUT.

NO WONDER HE
PUT YOU HERE!

NOW THEY PLAN
TO CHANGE HIM AND NOT
TELL US UNTIL THE ISSVE
COMES OVUT?

ONE, WANT
TO KNOW HOW
A CLASSIC
CAN BE
IMPROVED.







G r - 1 GUESS IT WOULD BE WISE
0 f TO PURCHASE MULTIPLE COPIES OF THE
=3 \ — NEW “RADIOACTIVE MAN.” WHO KNOWS?
¢ o ; YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO SELL THEM AT
AN INFLATED PRICE AND PAY FOR
YOUR KID'S COLLEGE TUITION

NO, BILL, I HAVE NO PARDON ME? MDONO‘{S
INTENTION OF PLACING AN 0
ADVANCE RE-ORDER-~ OfENTHET
IF R 3%
O i D I FIND IT DELICIOUSLY IRONIC
RUN DON'T WALK TO YOUR
LOCAL COMIC BOOK STORE. THIS THAT WHEN I WISHED TO CONTACT
1S KENT BROCKMAN SAYING “UP YOU, MY REP AT ZIRCON DISTRIBUTORS,
AND ATOMI”.. OR WORDS TO REPLACE SEVERAL COMICS THAT ARRIVED
TO THAT EFFECT DAMAGED IN LAST WEEK'S SHIPMENT, 1
] NEVER RECEIVED A CALL BACK
2% = SE b0 NoT
O N THE ToYs
o R ) 4
o ~ @ B — —
— < : 3
/ j = ~
OF COURSE
I AM WATCHING
THE NEWS..DO YOV R
THINK I LIVE IN /‘
A VACUUM?

BUT NOW, BECAUSE THERE

IS A LITTLE ITEM ON THE NEWS ABOUT ﬁ%

SYAWN’ RADIOACTIVE MAN, YOU HAVE SEEN Eoy o
FIT TO GIVE ME A “COURTESY CALL" TO YoU MUST (\!\"*
SEE IF | WANT TO INCREASE MY ORDERS THINE T WAS Honiy 2\ &

ON A "HOT" TITLE! THANKS, BUT en L o
NO THANKS, BILL e LS WA
I AM NOT
Fing, ONE TO FALL FOR A
COMIC BOOK. COMPANY'S (E\‘lﬂ
CRuy W HYPE, GIMMICKS, OR KT
RELENTLESS SALES
PLOYS
Fiferiop, t
SQUAD!
FINAL ¢ peve
\
(M “ﬂﬂg 1S) W
IN
Suferop
i (RIS(S
WHY YOU ASK? DexTITY
PLEASE. DON'T INSULT AT, :‘:5(5 A
MY INTELLIGENCE (put
=
SUPER oR ARRIOR R
SQUAD! SQUAD! U
CRISIS FINAL i
FINAL
ATWAR CRUK U
100 COPIES







AARRR...DID
YOU GET A SNEAK
IT?
REEK AT I CAN'T WAIT
TO CONFISCATE

HOW AN ISSUE FROM MY
DIFFERENT CAN STUDENTS...HOLD
IT GET? FIVE COPIES

FOR ME!
'

AY AY AY! ES
PERMANENTE EL
CAMBIO??

WHERE'S THE
NEW DUFFMAN?
SBRAAAP 2

WOULD ADVANCE
PURCHASE OF THE “RADIO-
ACTIVE MAN” PUBLICATION
INSURE THE CONTINUATION

OF SAID SERIES?

UNO MOMENTO,
PLEASE

WHO CARES? JUST
TELL ME HOW MUCH THE
NEW “RADIOACTIVE MAN”

IS GONNA BE WORTH!

5

BILL, T AM A VERY
BUSY MAN. IF IT'LL GET
YOU OFF MY PHONE, THEN
UP MY ORDER ON THE
NEW “RADIOACTIVE
MAN"...BY 1000%/

AND, BILL...I EXPECT
ZIRCON TO PAY THE
SHIPPING IN LIEU OF MY
DAMAGED BOOKS FROM
LAST WEEK!

L/

>
\

GEE,
BART

IT LOOKS
LIKE EVERYONE
d IS INTERESTED IN THE
NEW "RADIOACTIVE
MAN"!

IT'S NICE
TO KNOW THAT
THE APPEAL OF THE
CHARACTER REACHES
OUT TO THE GENERAL
PUBLIC!

YEAH, WELL,
LET'S JUST GET
OUR COMICS
AND SPLIT




NoOT ‘ l YEAH..NO

S0 FAST, ONE'S GOING

DUDE! WE IN UNTIL SOME

WERE HERE p PEOPLE GO
FIRST! g

MISS THE DAYS WHEN
ONLY WE CARED ABOUT
RADIOACTIVE MAN!

HAS EVERYONE IN SPRINGFIELD FALLEN FOR
HYPE? WILL BART AND HIS FRIENDS EVENTUALLY — ~
BE DUPED BY THIS ARTIFICAL “EVENT"?

X i»?

FIND OUT IN BART SIMPSON COMICS *48! IT'S
SURE TO BE HOT!/ AND IT'S ON SALE NEXT WEEK!
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