i 2
cvE86

L

LLOgL
NOILIAdF LDIFYIId

15820

‘Q3AY3STY SIHON TIV 'NOY > _ 55



SEE You
LATER, MARGE.
I'M GOING TO MOE'S
TO WATCH THE MIss
DUFF BIKINI FINALS
ON TV!

I DON'T
THINK. 50,
HOMER.

Mie

i
e

ART VILLANUEVA  KAREN BATES  BILL MORRISON
ERS EDIT

COLORS LETT! OR
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= AR SR,
MATT GROEVING

YOU PROMISED
TO SPEND TIME presents
WITH BART
TODAY.
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THAT AFTERNOON...

"IT'S AN EXCITING
SATURDAY HERE AT ISOTOPES
STADIUM! “LEGEND IN THE MAKING"
HOME RUN HITTER EXTRAORDINAIRE,
DANNY DINGS IS TIED FOR THE
ALL=TIME HOME RUN RECORD AND
COULD BREAK IT TODAY!"

THIS PLACE SO PACKED
THERE'S A RUMP FIRMLY
PLANTED IN EVERY

THIS ISN'T SO BAD
AFTER ALL. SUNSHINE, FRESH
AIR, AND BEER AND NACHOS
TO REWARD ME FOR BEING

A SELFLESS DAD!

HOLD YOUR
BREATH, FOLKS!
DAN IS COMING TO
THE PLATE!

OO0oPS! 1
FORGOT TO

| GET FOOD FOR
D) BART. OH &
WELL...

AYE! DROP
ANCHOR,

2 \(Q)

AN=-A-C-H-0,0
N=-A=C=H=0 AND
NACHO WAS HIS

M NAME=O1 M
&




SO EXCITING! I'VE CROSS-
I THINK REFERENCED DANNY DINGS' LAST
HE'S GONNA FIFTY HOME RUNS 3GLAVINE WITH
HIT THE BIG TODAY'S CLIMATIC CONDITIONS
MER THIS AND CALCULATED THAT
TIME! THIS IS THE PERFECT
| SEAT LOCATION TO
ACATCH THE RECORD=

&=
4

+

D'OH! STUPID
SUPERMODEL-SKINNY
BUTT=-SIZED
SEATS!

=

THANKS FOR BRINGING
ME TO THE GAME, HOMER.
FOR ONCE I'M NOT HAVING

A SUCKY TIME! /

Jous
WELPCOMB!

WOoWw! BROWN ME,

GLAZE ME, AND SERVE
ME FOR SUNDAY DINNER!
DAN'S DINGED |T!Il E




THAT ONE'S
DEEP INTO THE
CHEAP SEATS!

7~ NACHOS,
|| PREPARE TO BE
N\ SNARFED!

LIKE A DYIN
ALBATROSS,
SHE FALLS!

DEAR GLORIOUS
GRAVITY, BRING




WHY?1? MY
PERFECT NACHOS!
SWEET JEEBUS,

THAT FAN
JUST CAUGHT THE
MOST IMPORTANT BALL IN
BASEBALL HISTORY. WHO
CAN BLAME HIM FOR

BEING EMOTIONAL?

STUPID Yo
BASEBALLL J

Y0OU DON'T
WANT IT? IT'S

THAT BASEBALL
IS WORTH MILLIONS!
OH, THE GOOD 1 COULD
DO WITH IT! I'D FUND
RESEARCH.. IMPORTANT
RESEARCH! THE /ILLS
1 WOULD CURE!

WELL...I'D
CURE MY LONELY
HEART, FOR ONE, WITH
THE EXPENSIVE PRETTY
LADY ROBOTS WHO NEVER
HAVE TO WASH THEIR
HAIR AND DON'T SCREEN
THEIR PHONE CALLS.
IWO0O-HOY!:




MILLIONS?
GIVE THAT

UH, THAT
WOULD BE A

AW. IT MAKES ME MISTY-EYED WHEN [ SEE THE
MAGICAL POWER OF AMERICA'S PASTIME. LOOK AT
HOW A LITTLE THING LIKE CATCHING A BASEBALL
__CAN MAKE A FATHER AND SON HUG LIKE THAT! 4
7 IF YOURE @ =
[ WATCHING ouT |
THERE, DAD..I J

THE BIG FUSS

fl ABOUT? IT'S JUST
! A BASEBALL!

EXCUSE
ME? HELLO?
WORLD RECORD




SHORTLY...

i WITH KENT BROCKMAN! !

SOME PEOPLE PRAY FOR \
“PENNIES FROM HEAVEN," AND \
ONE LOCAL FATHER AND SON
RECEIVED EXACTLY THAT. BUT
INSTEAD OF PENNIES, IT

WAS BASEBALLS.

ER...AND
THERE WAS

TONIGHT, IN OUR STUDIO, YOU'LL
HEAR FROM HOMER AND BART SIMPSON,
THE LUCKY ISOTOPE FANS WHO
CAUGHT DANNY DINGS' RECORD HOME
RUN BALL. WE'LL FIND OUT JUST HOW
THIS AVERAGE JOE AND SON ARE
HANDLING THEIR INSTANT CELEBRITY!

MISTER...UH,
"HOMER"” HOMER. IS THAT
THE RECORD-SETTING BALL

AROUND YOUR NECK?

MY PEEPS
| CALL ME “HOMER"

YES, AND THERE'S NO
TOUCHING! THERE'S ONLY
ONE SCUFF ON THIS BALL
AND THAT'S HOW 1
WANT IT TO STAY.




WOouULD You
S5AY THAT OWNING THIS
PIECE OF SPORTS HISTORY
HAS CHANGED YOU OR
THE WAY PEOPLE
TREAT YOU?

"HOMER" HOMER
WAS KEEPING IT REAL
BEFORE HE MADE
THE CATCH, AND
HE STILL IS.

REALLY? WHAT IF I TOLD
YOU OUR EYE ON SPRING-
FIELD CAM CREW HAS BEEN
SECRETLY TRAILING YOU
ALL WEEK?

FOR YOU
MISTER=-A BASE-A-
BALL...ALL YOU CAN
. EAT FOR FREE!

"WE FOLLOWED YOU WHEN
YOU CAUGHT A MEAL..."

THEM?
I THOUGHT
THEY WERE

LET'S HAVE A
LOOK=SEE.

DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA
HOW MUCH WORK IT IS TO
CARRY THIS HEAVY BALL? THE
SACRIFICES I MAKE FOR MY
PUBLIC! T WANT MORE! AND 1
WANT THE BALL TO HAVE
ITS OWN PLATE.

"OUR CAMERAS ALSO FOUND ¥OU AT
YOUR FAVORITE WATERING HOLE..."

P

THE BALL
WOULD LIKE
RAVIOLI!

$IT NERT TO i)
HOMER” HOMER
& THE BALL FOR i
FIVE MINUTES! |

§IX PRINK
MINTMUM




S

"YOuU EVEN USED
YOUR NEWFOUND
FAME AT A PLACE
WHERE NO ONE
GETS A BREAK!"

FAMILY!

LET ME CUT
TO THE FRONT!
C'MON! WE'RE

HOPE HYOU
BROUGHT A
BOOK!

AS IF
HE COULD
READ.

PATTY? SELMA?
WHAT'S GOING
ON HERE?

HE THINKS
HE'S SPECIAL
BECAUSE HE
CAUGHT SOME
BASEBALL.

THE DANNY
DINGS HOME RUN
RECORD BALL?

OWUR FAMILY HEY, BUDDY.

SHAME WANTS WANNA SEE IT
TO CUT THE [ - UP CLOSE?
LINE. ; =

f/\\ ~{ oH BOoY
i 1 A\ Dol
( NEED You 1

\ TO DO ONE

WHY ARE
WE WAITING
IN LINE TO
RENEW HOMER'S
LICENSE?

Ox
SHOULD'VE
BROUGHT A
[ e\ ooy
W”




IS THAT
WHAT YOu
CALL "KEEPING
IT REAL?"

('* WHEN 40U

\lY “CAUGHT" THE BALL,

Y Your SON WAS WITH ¥
YOU. WHY DIDN'T HE
ACCEPT OUR INVITA=-
THERE'S / ™\ TION TO COME ON

SOMETHING THE SHOW?

ELSE ID LIKE TO . —

"HOMER" HOMER, JR. IS
SHY. HE'D NEVER WANT TO
STEAL ANY OF HIS “RAD"
DAD'S SPOTLIGHT.

MY STARS!
BART!

MY POOR BABY!
WTHH?'S VyrgU;%\iO I'LL GIVE You I'M PUTTING A
! A HINT. HE'S A CERTAIN WEASEL ON
TWO=HUNDRED AND THE ENDANGERED
EIGHTY POUND, SPECIES LIST!
BALD WEASEL!_

HMPH! THEN




HOMER J. SIMPSON!
OF ALL THE BAD THINGS
YOU'VE DONE, AND THERE
HAVE BEEN MANY, THIS

NOW, WHILE YOU THINK

ABOUT WHAT YOUVE DONE,
I THINK BART SHOULD GET
TO CARRY THE BALL
FOR A WHILE.

SLIM CHANCE,
FAT MAN.

I'LL TRADE You
AN "EYE ON SPRING-
FIELD" MUG. IT STILL
HAS KENT BROCKMAN'S
SPITTLE ON IT! 71

HOMER! N\
BART GETS

THE BALL,
AND THAT'S
FINAL!

THANKS, MOM,

I JUST WANT MY
TURN. I'D NEVER ACT
LIKE A BIG SHOT
WITH IT THE WAY
HOMER DID.




THE NEXT DAY, AT
SPRINGFIELD ELEMENTARY...

PLEASE DON'T

|l THAT MEANSH MANHANDLE MY

R | GET OUTTA CALCULATOR. CHECK.
[ VioliPe COMIN THE WAY EAGLE ONE,
| THROUGH! - EASe O

IS CLEAR.

IS THAT
REALLY THE
BALL?

SOMETIMES
WHEN I GET EXCITED
I DO THAT, TOCO. MY

FAVORITE FLAVOR

IS PEACHES.

¥
“ : CLASS THIS IS T  —
THE FIRST TIME I'M it PN

NOT TERRIFIED THAT SR CEAUTIFUL!
IT'S BART'S TURN FOR - /|
“SHOW AND TELL.”

—

. —

e e ). = e l=
it e

\




STRAIGHT A's
AND A "GET OUT OF
DETENTION FREE" PASS!
JUST LET ME HOLD
THE BALL FOR A

MINUTE.

V)

AW!
WHAT'S

WRONG WITH ALL
OF You?

e

AND MS. KRABAPPEL! YOUVE ALLOWED KIDS FROM
OTHER CLASSES, AND KIDS FROM OTHER SCHOOLS IN
HERE! THIS I5 A MOCKERY OF EDUCATION! AREN'T
HOU ASHAMED? WHAT ARE 40U GOING TO DO?

DETENTION FOR
LISA SIMPSON!I

NOW, LET'S
SEE THAT
BALL!




LATER AT LUNCH... |

SIT NEXT T0 P
“B-MONEY” FOR
FIVE MINUTES
US OFFER!
Ly [

////

AN

W

EVERY-
ONE'S OFFERING

LILED
WHAT'VE WE NS

GOT? !
TONS

OF CUPCAKES

AND ASSORTED

STVUFF.

LUNCH SNACKS,

ALSO TERRI AND/OR
SHERRI WILL GO TO
ANY AND ALL DANCES

»

THIS IS | F WITH YOU UNTIL
THE ONLY GRADUATION
THING I'VE EVER J

LEARNED FROM ANMTHING
MY FATHER. ON THAT LIST
THAT “B-MONEY"
CAN USE?
L) . ﬁ Y

UH...
GROUNDSKEEPER
WILLIE OFFERED

HIS SOUL?

THAT'S A N\t
BOGUS OFFER.

DO HYOU MIND
IF I CALL MYSELF
“CASHHOUSE?"

STOP TRYING
TO BITE ON MY
SUCCESS, MAN.

BART, YOU'RE

THAN DAD!

ACTING JUST LIKE
DAD. NO.. WORSE

FAME AND POWER
HAVEN'T CHANGED
ME ONE BIT.




AFTER SCHOOL.. = ;":

e Yy

\__,___ _ 7% / DUDE?
= = %

P g

L Py I

)

\

N
N

1 CAN'T BELIEVE HE MADE
A DEAL WITH OTTO FOR
PRNATE LIMO SERVICE.

YES,
THANK You,

MY GOOD
MAN.

POOR
CLVELESS
YET LOYAL
MILHOVUSE.

BELIEVE IT.
J BART'S SO SELFISH
THAT HE'S LEAVING
THE REST OF HIS
SCHOOLMATES f
STQANDED i

4

I JUST
HOPE 1 DON'T
GET IN TROUBLE

DON'T
YOU HAVE A
DETENTION?

s

NO. I CANT
BELIEVE HE WOULDN'T

TAKE ME. WERE BUSINESS ]
PARTNERS! HE MUST

HAVE Foreso

4 WHOA! YOUR ;
FRONT YARD LOOKS ¥
LIKE THE PARKING
LOT AT A FOGHAT
CONCERT.

SORRY,
HAD A
FLASHBACK.
THERE. /°




THOSE VERY RICH
MEN WANT TO BUY
THE BASEBALL.

WHERE'S
YOUR SISTER

APPARENTLY — ‘Imll

WELL, SEE HERE, I
CAN MAKE YOU A SWEET-
HEART OF A DEAL. I'VE MADE
A BUNDLE DRILLING! OIL
THAT 1S, BLACK GOLD,
TEXAS TEA.

FORGET THAT JACKANAPE.

I CAN MAKE YOU AN EXCELLENT
OFFER. ALL THIS MONEY AND
I'LL REPLACE THE CONFEDERATE
BILLS IN YOUR PENSION
FUND WITH REAL AMERICAN
DOLLARS.

I REPRESENT AN ANONYMOUS
COMIC BOOK INDUSTRY MOGUL
WHO HAS "SPAWNED" ENOUGH

MONEY SELLING HIS ACTION
FIGURES TO BUY ANY BASEBALL
HE WANTS. HE'LL MAKE YOU

THE BEST OFFER EVER! _

YOV SHOULD
BE TALKING TO
A ME. I OWN
'_gm’ [ “:_h___THE BALL!
Do
]
e ;
NS
S lD

2



: ! IT HIT MY NACHOS!
1 GRABBED IT ! ; 2 AND 1 ONLY SAID THAT
OFF THE GROUND s M Sy | BECAUSE 1 DIDN'T KNOW
AFTER YOU SAID You J : ] IT WAS WORTH
DIDN'T WANT IT! .

o THIS IS SO
ANAKIN VERSUS
LUKE!

IT'S TRUE. THIS DISPUTE MUST BE
RESOLVED. WHOEVER WINS SHOULD CALL )
ME AFTER THE OTHER'S FUNERAL.

WELL, DRY MY DERRICK. YALL
GOTTA SETTLE THIS FRACAS BEFORE E
I HAND OVER A RED CENT. -

GO CRY IN
YOUR NACHOS!
IT'S MINE!

IT'S MINE!
THE DOGGONE
BALL IS MINE!

FANS, YOU KNOW 1 BROKE
THE HOME RUN RECORD. YET,
TODAY, 1 CONSIDER MYSELF
THE UNLUCKIEST MAN ON THE
FACE OF THIS EARTH. I SET
THIS RECORD, BUT I DON'T

HAVE THE BALL 1 DID
7 IT WITH.

IT'S OBVIOUS
THAT YOU TWO CAN'T
SETTLE THIS LIKE CIVILIZED
PEOPLE, SO I'LL HOLD
IT FOR NOW.

WE INTERRUPT OUR
REGULARLY SCHEDULED
PROGRAM TO BRING YOU
AN IMPROMPTU BROAD=-
CAST FROM ISOTOPES
STADIUM,

7]




IT WOULD MEAN SO
MUCH TO MY FAMILY
TO HAVE IT AS A

MEMENTO.

RATHER THAN
FIGHTING OVER THE
{ BALL, WE SHCOULD DO THE
CLASSY THING AND GIVE
IT BACK TO DANNY
DINGS.

HMM. DANNY
DINGS, YOUR SILLY
BASEBALL HAS BEEN

NOTHING BUT TROUBLE
FOR MY FAMILY!

THE BOY AND I SUPPOSE THE
I HAVE AGREED THAT MONEY WILL MAKE

WE'LL SELL IT TO THE A NICE COLLEGE
HIGHE ST BIDDER. FUND FOR THE GIRLS
AND BAIL MONEY

THAT'S A i R
B e : FOR BART.

7 THAT S
THINKING OF
THE FUTURE.




WE TOLD YOU THE STORY ABOUT
THE LOCAL FATHER AND SON DUO WHO
SNATCHED DANNY DINGS RECORD HOME ‘v
RUN BALL, BUT THAT STORY HAS GONE

TONIGHT, IN OUR N\
STUDIO, YOU'LL HEAR
FROM HOMER AND
BART SIMPSON,
THE OPPORTUNISTIC
ISOTOPE FANS WHO
PILFERED DANNY'S RECORD
HOME RUN BALL. :

[/ GREEDY MEN...AHEM...I MEAN, N
GENTLEMEN. THANKS FOR COMING
TO OUR STUDIO TO ANSWER THE
PUBLIC OUTCRY THAT'S CALLING
FOR YOU TO GIVE THE BALL
BACK TO DANNY DINGS.

WE'LL FIND OUT JUST
WHAT THEIR PLANS ARE NOW
THAT THE SLUGGER WANTS
THE BALL BACK.

\\\\\H

IS THE FIRST I'VE
HEARD OF IT.

REALLY? LET
8| ME SHOW YOU THE LIVE
A\ VIDEO FEED FROM RIGHT
8 OUTSIDE OUR STUDIO.




THEY'RE
W JUST JUEALOVUS OF
I\ "HOMER" HOMER AND
“B=MONEY."

THAT WAS
FOR US?7 1 THOUGHT
THEY WERE HIPPIES

RAGIN' AGAINST

THE MAN.

DUDE, MOTHER
| TERESA WOULDN'T
. GIVE THIS BALL
BACK.

@
N Vs

IF DANNY DINGS
WANTED THAT HOME
RUN BALL SO BAD, HE
SHOULDN'T HAVE HIT IT J
OUT OF THE PARK. 48

THAT
DOESN'T
| MAKE ANY

THEY AREN'T
COMING OFF AS
4 VERY SYMPATHETIC,
ARE THEY?

WE HAVE IT NOW,

POSSESSION IS NINE=-TENTHS
OF THE LAW, AND THAT

MAKES PERFECT SENSE.

SYMPATHETIC? EVEN I WANT TO ' P
GRAB A TORCH AND A PITCHFORK. HERREMMM. .. P
LET'S JUST HOPE DAD DOESN'T IF DANNY DINGS DOES DAD'S

SAY ANYTHING ELSE THAT REALLY WANTS THIS LIFE INSURANCE

BABY, HE CAN COME COVER IMPALING BY

MAKES THIS WORSE.
TO OUR AUCTION ANGRY MOBS?

26



THE NEXT DAY.. "

OH, I ALMOST
WISH I DIDN'T
HAVE TO GIVE You
TO THE HIGHEST
BIDDER.

DON'T GET ME WRONG, MARGE. 1
STILL WANT THE WHEELBARROWS OF
CASH SOME SUCKER IS GONNA PAY FOR

HIM...IT'S JUST THAT I'LL MISS MY

YO COULD EEG LITTLE BASEBALL BUDDY.
STILL DO THE RIGHT Y e :
THING AND GIVE IT FRe ey L . B EAGE. HBIE
o EE:JESALLE YOU STILL HAVE A
: Post / 4 FEW HOURS LEFT

. ; BEFORE THE
| AUCTION.

OH, WORLD
RECORD BALL!
YOU'RE LIKE THE
SON 1 NEVER

N/
YOU'RE RIGHT. \

I STILL HAVE A :
FEW FINAL HOURS
WITH HIM.

SON YOou
NEVER HAD?

DON'T BE SO
SENSITIVE, BOY. GO
FIND A CAMERA, AND

I'LL LET YOU TAG ALONG
AFTER THE BASEBALL
HAS FINISHED HIS
BREAKFAST.

LA

.

33973

YOU WANT
ME TO TAKE
PICTURES OF
You WITH
THE BALL?

YEAH, I wanT N
MEMENTOS TO
REMEMBER THE
HAPPY TIMES,

BUT WHAT
ABOUT LISA, MAGGIE,
AND ME? YOU NEVER

TAKE PICTURES
OF Us!

HEY, AM I
SELLING YOU TO
THE HIGHEST
BIDDER?

27






HOMER!
KAMIKAZE
SEAGULL!

IT'S FLYING
TOWARD ISOTOPES

[ THINK THE
BIRD THOUGHT
| THE BALL WAS AN
\ EGG. WEVE GOTTA
¢ CHASE IT!

WHY DO BAD '
THINGS HAPPEN TO I
GOOD PEOPLE? 4

D'OH!
PARKING IS
GONNA BE SO00
EXPENSIVE.




30

THE GOOD NEWS
IS THAT 1 SEE THE
SEAGULL. THE BAD NEWS
IS THAT IT'S PERCHED IN
A NEST AT THE TOP
OF THE STADIUM.

HOMER, THIS
IS THE TOP. WE
DON'T HAVE TIME
FOR NACHOS.

BUT ISOTOPE

THEM WHEN WERE
AT LEAST THE STADIUM!

THAT'S FAMILIAR z

TERRITORY...THE
NOSE BLEED

SEATS!

ACCESS

[

NACHOS ARE SO TASTY!
AND I CAN ONLY GET

AT

HOLD ON TO
[ THIS HOSE AND

I CAN'T
HELP IT! THERE ARE
RUNNERS ON SECOND
AND THIRD!

1 6OT IT!
WOO=HOO! T'M
KING OF THE
WO..WHOA!

HOLY SOCKS, BASEBALL FANS! DO YOU SEE WHAT
1 SEE? THAT LOOKS LIKE THE GUYS WHO CAUGHT
DANNY DINGS' BIG HOMER. AND IT LOOKS LIKE
THEY HAVE THE BALL WITH THEM!

. 7

it i - =
I ; [ .
i et ad ad ) r‘m =]




YOU'RE
SLIPPING! THERE'S
NACHO CHEESE ON

YOUR HAND!
GRAB ON TO THE
HOSE WITH YOUR

OTHER HAND.

DAD, YOU HAVE \
TO DROP THE BALL,
OR YOU'RE GONNA

PLUMMET
TO MY i
DEATH OR }
KEEP MY X
BASEBALL?
TOUGH
CALL.

HEY, IT's You!
THANKS FOR GIVING
BACK MY HOME
RUN BALL!

wow! THOSE TWO GAVE UP BIG
BUCKS TO RETURN THE BALL TO DANNY
DINGS., YOU DON'T SEE DISPLAYS OF
CHARACTER LIKE THAT VERY OFTEN
IN TODAY'S GREEDY WORLD.

WHAT A GOOD
EXAMPLE FOR FATHERS
AND SONS EVERY=
WHERE!

4

I'LL MAKE YOU A DEAL.
THE NEXT TIME YOUR MOTHER

WANTS ME TO SPEND TIME WITH
You, TELL HER YOU'VE GOT
OTHER PLANS.

DONE AND
DONE!

Ell
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